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How do I appeal the denial 
of my unemployment 
benefits to Superior Court? 

 This publication is about Superior Court review of an administrative 

decision relating to unemployment benefits. 

Introduction 

If you lose your claim at the administrative hearing, you have another level of 

administrative review. It is called a “Petition for Review”. This first appeal does not 

go to Superior Court. It goes to the Commissioner of the Washington Employment 

Security Department. Instructions to appeal a decision to the Commissioner’s office 

should be included with the unfavorable decision you got from the Office of 

Administrative Hearings. 

If you disagree with the Commissioner’s Decision, you may appeal your case to a 

state Superior Court. The appeal form that starts the case is called a “Petition for 

Judicial Review”. You can file in either the Superior Court of the county where you 

live or in Thurston County Superior Court in Olympia.  

There should be no charge for filing a Petition for Judicial Review from an 

administrative decision regarding a claim for unemployment compensation benefits. 

(See RCW 50.32.110.)  A blank Petition for Judicial Review form is at the end of this 

publication for your use.  

This publication explains when and how to petition the court for review of the 

Commissioner’s decision. This is not an easy process. Do not get discouraged. You 

may need to read this several times or ask someone about it.  

The laws regarding Petition for Judicial Review can be found in RCW 34.05.510 

through .598. The laws governing unemployment insurance are found in RCW Title 

50 and Washington Administrative Code Title 192. See "Preparing Your Argument," 

below, for information on how to find copies of these laws.  

If you decide that you will not be able to proceed on your own, contact a private 

attorney who handles unemployment compensation appeals as soon as possible.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=50.32.110
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.510
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.598
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=50
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=50
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=192
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 If you are low-income, you will not be able to get help from a private 

attorney in time, and you are not able to file the appeal based on the 

instructions, call Northwest Justice Project’s CLEAR line at 1-888-201-1014 

for help with filing the appeal. 

What is the deadline for filing a Petition for Judicial Review? 

This is very important!  A Petition for Judicial Review must be filed and served 

within thirty (30) days of the date of mailing of the Commissioner’s decision. 

The date of mailing usually appears right above the Commissioner’s signature on the 

Order.  

Do not wait to file until what you think might be the 30th day after mailing! 

Calculating days elapsed can be tricky. Furthermore, the parties must receive the 

Petition for Judicial Review within those 30 days.  

If you mail the Petition, you must mail it well before the 30th day. If the Petition for 

Judicial Review is not received by all parties by the 30th day, it cannot be considered 

even if there is a good reason for it being late.  

In short, file and serve the Petition for Judicial Review as soon as you can after you 

receive the final administrative decision. However, take enough time to get it done 

accurately and legibly.  

We explain below what the Petition must say, how and where to file it, who must 

receive copies of the petition (service), and how to serve it. 

What are the general rules about Petitions for Review? 

Generally, you may only raise issues and arguments in your petition that you raised 

at the administrative hearing.  

There are a few exceptions to this rule, including: 

 New facts that you could not have discovered before 

 If you are challenging an Employment Security Department (ESD) rule or 

WAC, or 

 If you were not notified of the fair hearing or judicial review process that the 

decision came from.  
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For more information about raising new issues, see RCW 34.05.554.  

Similarly, you may not put new facts into the record except in very limited 

circumstances. Generally, the “record,” meaning the facts the Judge reviews, is 

limited to testimony and documents filed as part of the administrative hearing or 

review. You may sometimes add new facts if they are facts you could not have 

discovered earlier, or if the administrative law judge or ESD improperly kept the 

facts out of the record.  

If important facts are missing, the court can “remand” (send back) the case to 

get those facts. For more information on new evidence, see RCW 34.05.562.  

If you are arguing that an ESD rule is invalid, you must provide specific reasons to 

support your argument. See RCW 34.05.570(2). 

The burden will be on you to prove your case. The court will change the decision for 

limited reasons only. Those reasons are listed on the attached Petition for Review 

form. 

How should I prepare the Petition for Judicial Review? 

If at all possible, type your petition. If not, print neatly. We have put as much of this 

information as we could on the attached Petition form. The sample form is three 

pages. The following instructions tell you what information to include on each page 

of the form. It may be easier to follow these instructions if you have the form next to 

the instructions: 

Instructions for page 1 of the form: 

1. On the sample form attached, fill in the name of the county in which you are 

filing your appeal. See the discussion above about where to file the appeal. 

2. Print or type in your name as the Petitioner in the blank space in the box to the 

left of the space stating “Petition for Review.”  Also fill your name in the space 

in the first sentence which states petitioner. 

3. In the first paragraph, you must: 

 Insert the name of the Review Judge or Commissioner from the state 

Employment Security Department who made your decision. This can be 

found at the end of the decision and on the letter informing you of your right 

to appeal.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05.554
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05.562
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05.570
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 You must also enter the review number assigned to your appeal at the 

Commissioner’s office. This number can be found on both the decision and 

the letter advising you of your right to appeal. The number is a sequence such 

as 2002-1234.  

 Next, the form requires you to insert a summary of the issue.  

If you were terminated for misconduct, which you dispute, then write 

something like “At issue is ESD’s decision to deny my claim for 

unemployment benefits on the erroneous basis that I engaged in 

misconduct.” 

4. Next, the form requires you to attach a copy of the Review Judge or 

Commissioner’s decision. You must do this. 

Instructions for page 2 of the form: 

The following paragraph asks you to once again enter your name as the petitioner 

and to enter the name of your employer.  

If your employer was represented at the administrative hearing, then you must also 

write in the name of the employer’s representative. 

Instructions for page 2 & 3 of the form: 

1. The form then proceeds to list a number of bases on which the Superior Court 

could find error with the Commissioner’s decision. In most cases, you will 

check numbers d, e, h, and i. If you believe that a, b, c or f might apply, check 

those boxes or, if you have time, talk to a private attorney who does 

unemployment compensation appeals.  

2. After this portion, you will see an instruction to write why your case entitles 

you to relief under the legal reasons checked above. Write a brief paragraph 

summarizing your case.  

Example: “I had good cause in leaving my job of seven years. A new manager 

came in and reduced my work hours and my pay rate so that I could no longer 

earn a living. I was justified in quitting. I am entitled to unemployment 

benefits.” 
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Instructions for page 3 of the form: 

1. In the final paragraphs, you must again write in the ESD Review No. or case 

number found on the Commissioner’s Decision. 

2. Date and sign your name at the end of the Petition for Judicial Review form. 

How do I file the petition? 

1. Make a total of four copies of the Petition and the Commissioner’s 

Decision.  

2. Attach a copy of your Commissioner's Decision to each copy of the Petition.  

3. Next, file the original Petition for Review with the Superior Court Clerk's Office 

in your own county or Thurston County.  

If you are filing in King County, use the Case Indexing Cover Sheet which is 

included with this publication and check “administrative law review” for the type 

of the case. If you are filing in King County, you must also now fill out the form 

which indicates whether you live north or south of the l-90 bridge line.  

Cases north of this line will be heard at the courthouse in downtown Seattle and 

cases south of this line will be held at the Kent Regional Justice Center. 

Most cases involve a filing fee but in this type of appeal, the filing fee is waived. 

Usually this goes smoothly. 

Occasionally a clerk will not understand this and try and charge a fee. Insist that the 

law provides for a waiver of filing fees in appeals of Employment Security cases. 

RCW 50.32.110 is the citation to the law, that is, the law that states that any fee is 

waived. 

4. When you file the petition with the clerk, the Clerk will date stamp the record 

and stamp it with a case number. Use the case number stamp and date 

stamp to stamp all of your other copies with the case number and date to 

show it was filed with the court on this day.  

Note: practice with the number stamp before you put it on your copies. It is a 

little tricky.  

  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=50.32.110
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How do I serve the Petition for Judicial Review? 

You may “serve” the Petition for Judicial Review either in person or by mail. If you 

want to do it in person, it must be done by anyone other than yourself who is at least 

eighteen years old, or by legal messenger.  

If you do it by legal messenger, you will have to pay for this service. It must be 

delivered to the Employment Security Department address below.  

Alternatively, you can mail it to the office address provided below. If you mail the 

petition, you must use certified mail, return receipt requested and send it to each 

of the following: 

Commissioner 
Employment Security Department 

Attn: Agency Records Center 
Manager 

212 Maple Park, P.O. Box 9555 
Olympia, WA 98507-9555 

Office of the Attorney General 
Licensing/Administrative Law  

Division 
1125 Washington Street S.E. 

P.O. Box 40110 
Olympia, WA 98504-0110 

Your Employer: 

[Use the employer’s 
mailing address that 
appears on the first 

page of the 
Commissioner's 

Decision.] 

Keep one copy for your files.  

 When you get the receipts from the mailings to the attorney general, the 

department, and your employer, keep them in your file. They will be 

used to show proof of service if necessary. 

Make sure that you have filed the case with the Superior Court and had a copy 

delivered to the Employment Security Department, the Attorney General and the 

employer before the due date. Mailing the copies by the due date is not enough. 

The copies must be received by all parties by the due date. If you fail to do these 

things, you will lose your right to appeal. 

What happens after I file the Petition for Review? 

A. The record 

If you filed your appeal in King or Thurston counties, you will be mailed a copy of 

the documents and decisions from your hearing and the review. This will include a 

transcript (a typed-out version of the hearing itself including testimony of the 

witnesses).  
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If you filed your appeal in any other county, you may need to ask for a copy of the 

transcript from either the court clerk or the assistant attorney general who will be 

assigned to your case (see below).  

B. Employment Security Department’s representative 

An assistant attorney general (AAG) will represent the Employment Security 

Department Commissioner and will send you a “Notice of Appearance” that tells 

you who the AAG is and the AAG’s office address and telephone number.  

After you get this notice of appearance, you must send a copy of any further 

papers that you file with the court to this AAG. The AAG represents ESD. They 

cannot give you legal advice. 

C. Setting your case for trial 

These instructions apply if you filed your Petition for Judicial Review after June 13, 

2021. In 2021, SB 5225 was passed affecting the administrative appeals. See RCW 

34.05.514. The law authorizes some judicial review cases brought under the 

Administrative Procedure Act (APA) to be directly reviewed by the Court of Appeals. 

Unemployment appeals are included in this Bill.  

King County: After you file your Petition for Judicial Review, you will need to note 

your case on the Chief Civil calendar. To note your case on the Chief Civil calendar, 

you will need a “Notice of Court Date – Ex Parte” and a short motion. The Notice of 

Court Date – Ex Parte can be downloaded on King County Superior Court website.  

The motion should address whether your case should remain in a superior court or 

be transferred to the Court of Appeals. Please review LCR 40(b)(18).   

For more information, please review the “Notice Regarding Administrative Law 

Review Cases” that you received when you filed your case or contact the court clerk 

for further instruction.  

Failure to note your case before the deadline may cause your case to be 

dismissed.  

Thurston County: If you filed your case in Thurston County, you should have 

received a trial setting date and a scheduling questionnaire. Complete the 

scheduling questionnaire and submit it to the Court.  
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You will notice that the questionnaire will ask you to decide whether you wish to be 

heard in Superior Court or transfer the case to the Court of Appeals.  

Once filed, please be sure to follow instructions from the Court. If you have not 

heard about the status of your case, you can reach out to the court clerk or the AAG 

assigned to your case.  

Other Counties: If you filed your Petition for Judicial Review in different county, 

please check with that county’s court clerk and ask how it is done in that county. 

The Court Clerk’s contact is available on their website.   

D. Settlement negotiations 

You may try to settle your case, if you want to, before or after setting the case for 

trial by contacting the AAG and discussing it.  

If you are able to negotiate a settlement that is satisfactory to you, get it put into 

writing so the agreement can be signed by both of you and filed in the court file.  

If you are able to settle the matter, your written agreement should tell the Court that 

the matter is resolved and that your case should be dismissed. 

E. Preparing your argument or the “Brief” 

A brief is a written document which outlines the facts of the case and your legal 

argument, or reasons why you believe you are entitled to benefits and why the 

decision is wrong.  

Depending on where your case will be heard – Superior Court or Court of Appeals – 

there are different guidelines for formatting your brief. You will need to review 

formatting guidelines of where you case will be heard.  

The deadline to file your brief will also be different. Please be sure to follow the 

timeline. Please be sure to send a copy of your brief to the AAG.  

To make a legal argument, start with the laws cited in your decision. Find them and 

then look them up. The laws governing unemployment insurance are found at RCW 

Title 50 and Title 192 of the Washington Administrative Code. Find these laws at 

county law libraries, public law schools, or on the internet at wa.gov/esd (click on 

unemployment insurance and then Title 50 laws and WAC rules).  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=50
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=50
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=192
http://www.wa.gov/esd
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Once you have read the laws that were applied in your case, then you will better 

understand the decision and how to make a counter-argument.  

If you look up the law in a copy of the Revised Code of Washington Annotated, found 

at law libraries, you will find brief summaries of cases that have interpreted that 

specific law. These cases may be helpful. You will see cases with various fact 

patterns which may then be compared to your case.  

Once you have filed your brief, the AAG will file a “Respondent’s Response Brief” and 

send a copy to you. Read this so you understand the state’s position as to why the 

decision should be affirmed. Again, review the laws and cases cited by the assistant 

attorney general. Be ready to explain why your arguments are better and why 

you should win. 

F. The Trial:  What to Expect 

On the day of the scheduled trial, go to the court and tell the judge why you think 

that you should get the relief you have asked for.  

The burden is on you to prove that the ESD Commissioner’s decision is wrong. 

Again, review the laws that apply to your case. See #5 above. Tell the judge why you 

believe the law and/or rules support your claim. You cannot bring witnesses or 

introduce new evidence.  

Explain to the judge the facts of the case. Set out your arguments. This should take 

about l5 minutes or less.  

If the judge interrupts you and asks questions, answer them as best as you can.  

Next, the AAG will be given a chance to respond. Do not interrupt the AAG while 

they are talking. They have the right to set forth their position on the case. Once the 

AAG is finished, you will be given a short time to reply to the AAG’s arguments.  

The Superior Court judge’s decision will be based on the evidence that was 

presented at the administrative hearing by both you, the ESD, and the reasons that 

you have given the judge as to why you believe you should win.  

A judge will usually announce their decision at the end of the proceeding and will 

enter an order which is written confirmation of the decision. If you are awarded 

benefits, be sure that the order plainly sets forth the terms of this decision, as it will 

go back to ESD for further action. The entire trial will take about an hour. 
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Best of luck!  

Remember: Cases are won by persuasive arguments made at a trial. Be prepared. 

Know the key facts of your case and stick to them. Understand the laws that apply to 

your case, and why you think the law allows you to receive benefits.  

Be brief, clear, respectful, and organized. 

Get Legal Help 

 Apply online with CLEAR*Online -  nwjustice.org/apply-online  

 Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? 

Call 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They 

will refer you to a legal aid provider. 

 Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or 

Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays between 

9:15 am - 12:15 pm or apply online at nwjustice.org/apply-online.  

 Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387. 

 Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819. 

 Seniors (age 60 and over) with a legal issue outside of King County can also 

call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111. 

 Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call any of these 

numbers using the relay service of your choice. 

CLEAR and 2-1-1 will provide interpreters. 

This document was prepared by the Unemployment Law Project in Seattle, 

Washington. For more information, see unemploymentlawproject.org or call 888-

441-9178. 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities.  It is not 
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 

(Permission for copying and distribution is granted to the Alliance for Equal Justice and to 
individuals for non-commercial purposes only.) 

https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
http://www.unemploymentlawproject.org/
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF     

 

 

 

 Petitioner, 

 

 vs. 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, 

 

 Respondent. 

No.  

 

PETITION FOR REVIEW 

 

NO FILING FEE REQUIRED 
RCW 50.32.110 

 

Petitioner,       [Name],      

      [Address], petitions the court, pursuant to RCW 

34.05.570 et seq. And RCW 50.32.160, for review of the decision of the Respondent, 

Department of Employment Security, Review Judge      

[Name], entered against the Petitioner on  

    [Date], Review No.     . At issue is ESD 
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decision to            

            

      (A duplicate copy of the Agency's final action is 

attached.) 

 The parties involved in the adjudicative proceedings are now:  Petitioner,  

      [Name], Pro Se, and Respondent ESD, 

represented by Attorney General and Employer,       

             

[Name and Address]. 

 Petitioner is entitled to relief pursuant to 34.05.570(3) because: 

 a.) The order, or the statute or rule on which the order is based is in violation 
of constitutional provisions on its face or as applied; 

 b.) The order is outside the statutory authority or jurisdiction of the agency 
conferred by any provision of law; 

 c.) The agency has engaged in unlawful procedure or decision-making 
process, or has failed to follow a prescribed procedure; 

 d.) The agency has erroneously interpreted or applied the law; 

 e.) The order is not supported by evidence that is substantial when viewed in 
light of the whole record before the court, which includes the agency record 
for the judicial review, supplemented by any additional evidence received by 
the court under this chapter; 

 f.) The agency has not decided all issues requiring resolution by the agency; 

 g.) A motion for disqualification under RCW 34.05.425 or 34.12.050 was 
made and was improperly denied or, if not motion was made, facts are 
shown to support the grant of such a motion that were not known and were 
not reasonably discoverable by the challenging party at the appropriate time 
for making such a motion; 

 h.) The order is inconsistent  with a rule of the agency unless the agency 
explains the inconsistency by stating facts and reasons to demonstrate a 
rational basis for inconsistency; or 

 i.) The order is arbitrary or capricious; 
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Additionally, the petitioner has standing, has exhausted all available 
administrative remedies and has timely filed this Petition for Review. 

(Write why your case entitles you to relief under legal reasons checked above) 

Petitioner, also pursuant to RCW 35.05.510 et seq., asks that this matter be 
set for oral argument and that Petitioner be allowed to submit a written brief at the 
time of the hearing. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner asks for judgment: 

1. Reversing Respondent's decision contained in ESD Review No.   
 . 

2. Awarding any further relief this court deems proper. 

 

 

DATED:             

       Petitioner, Pro Se 

 

 



KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
CASE ASSIGNMENT AREA DESIGNATION and CASE INFORMATION COVER SHEET 

(CICS) 
 

Pursuant to King County Code 4A.630.060, a faulty document fee of $15 may be assessed to new case 
filings missing this sheet. 
 
CASE NUMBER: ______________________________________________________________________ 
    (Provided by the Clerk) 
 
CASE CAPTION: ______________________________________________________________________ 
(New case: Print name of person starting case vs. name of person or agency you are filing against.) 
(When filing into an existing family law case, the case caption remains the same as the original filing.) 
 
Please mark one of the boxes below: 

       ☐     Seattle Area, defined as:  

All of King County north of Interstate 90 and including all of the 
Interstate 90 right-of-way; all the cities of Seattle, Mercer Island, 
Bellevue, Issaquah and North Bend; and all of Vashon and Maury 
Islands. 

      ☐     Kent Area, defined as: 

    All of King County south of Interstate 90 except those areas included in 
the Seattle Case Assignment Area. 

 
I certify that this case meets the case assignment criteria, described in King County LCR 82(e).  
 
 
_______________________________________  _______________ 
Signature of Attorney  WSBA Number  Date 
 
or 
 
________________________________________  _______________ 
Signature of person who is starting case  Date 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address, City, State, Zip Code of person who is starting case if not represented by attorney
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KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
CASE ASSIGNMENT AREA DESIGNATION and CASE INFORMATION COVER SHEET 

 
CIVIL 

Please check the category that best describes this case. 
 

 APPEAL/REVIEW 
☐ Administrative Law Review (ALR 2) 

 (Petition to the Superior Court for review of 
rulings made by state administrative 
agencies.( e.g. DSHS Child Support, Good to 
Go passes, denial of benefits from 
Employment Security, DSHS) 
 

☐ Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals – 
Workers Comp (ALRLI 2)* 

 (Petition to the Superior Court for review of 
rulings made by Labor & Industries.) 
 

☐ DOL Revocation (DOL 2)* 

 (Appeal of a DOL revocation Implied consent-
Test refusal ONLY.) RCW 46.20.308(9) 
 

☐ Subdivision Election Process Review (SER 2)* 

 (Intent to challenge election process) 
 

☐ Voter Election Process Law Review (VEP 2)* 

 (Complaint for violation of voting rights act) 
 

☐ Petition to Appeal/Amend Ballot Title (BAT 2) 
 

 CONTRACT/COMMERCIAL 
☐ Breach of Contract (COM 2)* 

 (Complaint involving money dispute where a 
breach of contract is involved.) 
 

☐ Commercial Contract (COM 2)* 

 (Complaint involving money dispute where a 
contract is involved.) 
 

☐ Commercial Non-Contract (COL 2)* 

 (Complaint involving money dispute where 
no contract is involved.) 
 
 

☐ Third Party Collection (COL 2)* 

 (Complaint involving a third party over a 
money dispute where no contract is 
involved.) 
 

 JUDGMENT 
☐ Abstract, Judgment, Another County (ABJ 2) 

 (A certified copy of a judgment docket from 
another Superior Court within the state.) 
 

☐ Confession of Judgment (CFJ 2)* 

 (The entry of a judgment when a defendant 
admits liability and accepts the amount of 
agreed-upon damages but does not pay or 
perform as agreed upon.) 
  

☐ Foreign Judgment (from another State or 
Country) (FJU 2) 

 (Any judgment, decree, or order of a court of 
the United States, or of any state or territory, 
which is entitled to full faith and credit in this 
state.) 
 

☐ Tax Warrant or Warrant (TAX 2) 

 (A notice of assessment by a state agency or 
self-insured company creating a 
judgment/lien in the county in which it is 
filed.) 
 

☐ Transcript of Judgment (TRJ 2) 

 (A certified copy of a judgment from a court 
of limited jurisdiction (e.g. District or 
Municipal court) to a Superior Court.) 
 

 PROPERTY RIGHTS 
☐ Condemnation/Eminent Domain (CON 2)* 

 (Complaint involving governmental taking of 
private property with payment, but not 
necessarily with consent.) 
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☐ Foreclosure (FOR 2)* 

 (Complaint involving termination of 
ownership rights when a mortgage or tax 
foreclosure is involved, where ownership is 
not in question.) 
 

☐ Land Use Petition (LUP 2)* 

 (Petition for an expedited judicial review of a 
land use decision made by a local 
jurisdiction.) RCW 36.70C.040 
 

☐ Property Fairness Act (PFA 2)* 

 (Complaint involving the regulation of 
private property or restraint of land use by a 
government entity brought forth by Title 64.) 
 

☐ Quiet Title (QTI 2)* 

 (Complaint involving the ownership, use, or 
disposition of land or real estate other than 
foreclosure.) 
 

☐ Residential Unlawful Detainer (Eviction)  
(UND 2) 

 (Complaint involving the unjustifiable 
retention of lands or attachments to land, 
including water and mineral rights.) 
 

☐ Non-Residential Unlawful Detainer (Eviction) 
(UND 2) 

 (Commercial property eviction.) 
 

 OTHER COMPLAINT/PETITION 
☐ Action to Compel/Confirm Private Binding 

Arbitration (CAA 2) 

 (Petition to force or confirm private binding 
arbitration.) 
 

☐ Assurance of Discontinuance (AOD 2) 

 (Filed by Attorney General’s Office to 
prevent businesses from engaging in 
improper or misleading practices.) 
 

☐ Birth Certificate Change(PBC 2) 

 (Petition to amend birth certificate) 
 

☐ Bond Justification (PBJ 2) 

 (Bail bond company desiring to transact 
surety bail bonds in King County facilities.) 
 

☐ Change of Name (CHN 5) 

 (Petition for name change, when domestic 
violence/anti-harassment issues require 
confidentiality.) 
 

☐ Certificate of Rehabilitation (CRR 2) 

 (Petition to restore civil and political rights.) 
 

☐ Certificate of Restoration Opportunity(CRP 2) 

 (Establishes eligibility requirements for 
certain professional licenses) 
 

☐ Civil Commitment (sexual predator) (PCC 2) 

 (Petition to detain an individual 
involuntarily.) 
  

☐ Notice of Deposit of Surplus Funds (DSF 2) 

 (Deposit of extra money from a foreclosure 
after payment of expenses from sale and 
obligation secured by the deed of trust.) 
 

☐ Emancipation of Minor (EOM 2) 

 (Petition by a minor for a declaration of 
emancipation.) 
 

☐ Foreign Subpoena (OSS 2) 

 (To subpoena a King County resident or 
entity for an out of state case.) 
 

 

☐ Foreign Protection Order (FPO 2) 

 (Registering out of state protection order) 
 

☐ Frivolous Claim of Lien (FVL 2) 

 (Petition or Motion requesting a 
determination that a lien against a mechanic 
or materialman is excessive or unwarranted.) 
 

☐ Application for Health & Safety Inspection 
(HSI 2) 
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☐ Injunction (INJ 2)* 

 (Complaint/petition to require a person to 
do or refrain from doing a particular thing.) 
 

☐ Interpleader (IPL 2) 

 (Petition for the deposit of disputed earnest 
money from real estate, insurance proceeds, 
and/or other transaction(s).) 
 

☐ Malicious Harassment (MHA 2)*  

 (Suit involving damages resulting from 
malicious harassment.) RCW 9a.36.080 
 

☐ Non-Judicial Filing (NJF 2) 

 (See probate section for TEDRA agreements. 
To file for the record document(s) unrelated 
to any other proceeding and where there will 
be no judicial review.) 
 

☐ Other Complaint/Petition (MSC 2)* 

 (Filing a Complaint/Petition for a cause of 
action not listed) 
 

☐ Minor Work Permit (MWP 2) 

 (Petition for a child under 14 years of age to 
be employed) 
 

☐ Perpetuation of Testimony (PPT 2) 

 (Action filed under CR 27) 
 

☐ Petition to Remove Restricted Covenant 
(RRC 2) 

 Declaratory judgment action to strike 
discriminatory provision of real property 
contract. 
 

☐ Public records Act (PRA 2)* 

 (Action filed under RCW 42.56) 
 

☐ Receivership (RCVR 2) 

 (The process of appointment by a court of a 
receiver to take custody of the property, 
business, rents and profits of a party to a 
lawsuit pending a final decision on 
disbursement or an agreement.) 

☐ Relief from Duty to Register (RDR 2) 

 (Petition seeking to stop the requirement to 
register.) 
 

☐ Restoration of Firearm Rights (RFR 2) 

 (Petition seeking restoration of firearms 
rights under RCW 9.41.040 and 9.41.047.) 
 

☐ School District-Required Action Plan (SDR 2) 

 (Petition filed requesting court selection of a 
required action plan proposal relating to 
school academic performance.) 
 

☐ Seizure of Property from the Commission of 
a Crime-Seattle (SPC 2)* 

 (Seizure of personal property which was 
employed in aiding, abetting, or commission 
of a crime, from a defendant after 
conviction.) 
 

☐ Seizure of Property Resulting from a Crime- 
Seattle (SPR 2)* 

 (Seizure of tangible or intangible property 
which is the direct or indirect result of a 
crime, from a defendant following criminal 
conviction. (e.g., remuneration for, or 
contract interest in, a depiction or account of 
a crime.)) 
 

☐ Structured Settlements- Seattle (TSS 2)* 

 (A financial or insurance arrangement 
whereby a claimant agrees to resolve a 
personal injury tort claim by receiving 
periodic payments on an agreed schedule 
rather than as a lump sum.) 
 

☐ Vehicle Ownership (PVO 2)* 

 (Petition to request a judgment awarding 
ownership of a vehicle.) 
 

 TORT, ASBESTOS 
☐ Personal Injury (ASP 2)* 

 (Complaint alleging injury resulting from 
asbestos exposure.) 
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☐ Wrongful Death (ASW 2)* 

 (Complaint alleging death resulting from 
asbestos exposure.) 
 

 TORT, MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
☐ Hospital  (MED 2)* 

 (Complaint involving injury or death resulting 
from a hospital.) 
 

☐ Medical Doctor (MED 2)* 

 (Complaint involving injury or death resulting 
from a medical doctor.) 
 

☐ Other Health care Professional (MED 2)* 

 (Complaint involving injury or death resulting 
from a health care professional other than a 
medical doctor.) 
 

 TORT, MOTOR VEHICLE 
☐ Death (TMV 2)* 

 (Complaint involving death resulting from an 
incident involving a motor vehicle.) 
 

☐ Non-Death Injuries (TMV 2)* 

 (Complaint involving non-death injuries 
resulting from an incident involving a motor 
vehicle.) 
 

☐ Property Damages Only (TMV 2)* 

 (Complaint involving only property damages 
resulting from an incident involving a motor 
vehicle.) 
 

☐ Victims Vehicle Theft (VVT 2)* 

 (Complaint filed by a victim of car theft to 
recover damages.)  RCW 9A.56.078 
 

 TORT, NON-MOTOR VEHICLE 
☐ Other Malpractice (MAL 2)* 

 (Complaint involving injury resulting from 
other than professional medical treatment.) 

☐ Personal Injury (PIN 2)* 

 (Complaint involving physical injury not 
resulting from professional medical 
treatment, and where a motor vehicle is not 
involved.) 
 

☐ Products Liability (TTO 2)* 

 (Complaint involving injury resulting from a 
commercial product.) 
 

☐ Property Damages (PRP 2)* 

 (Complaint involving damage to real or 
personal property excluding motor vehicles.) 
 

☐ Property Damages-Gang (PRG 2)* 

 (Complaint to recover damages to property 
related to gang activity.) 
 

☐ Tort, Other (TTO 2)* 

 (Any other petition not specified by other 
codes.) 
 

☐ Wrongful Death (WDE 2)* 

 (Complaint involving death resulting from 
other than professional medical treatment.) 
 

 WRIT 
☐ Habeas Corpus (WHC 2) 

 (Petition for a writ to bring a party before 
the court.) 
 

☐ Mandamus (WRM 2)** 

 (Petition for writ commanding performance 
of a particular act or duty.) 
 

☐ Review (WRV 2)** 

 (Petition for review of the record or decision 
of a case pending in the lower court; does 
not include lower court appeals or 
administrative law reviews.) 

 
 
⃰ The filing party will be given an appropriate case schedule at time of filing. 
** Case schedule will be issued after hearing and findings. 
 


