
 

3132EN | August 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following Washington’s 

Relocation Law 
  

Instructions and Forms 

 

 

 



 

3132EN | August 2022 

 

 
p. 1 

 

Table of Contents 

 

Part 1. Important Info .......................................................................................................................... 1 

A. Should I use this? ................................................................................................................................... 1 

B. I have an older parenting plan. Does the relocation law to us? ........................................... 1 

C. I do not have a parenting plan. Can we move? ........................................................................... 2 

D. The law applies to me. What do I do? ............................................................................................ 2 

1. Relocating within the same school district ....................................................................................... 2 

2. Relocating outside of your school district ......................................................................................... 3 

3. Exceptions to the 60-day notice requirement .................................................................................. 4 

E. Where do I file my notice? .................................................................................................................. 5 

F. What happens if I do not give notice? ............................................................................................ 5 

G. I have given notice. When may I move? ........................................................................................ 6 

H. I am the noncustodial parent. How do I object? ........................................................................ 6 

I. I am the parent who is not moving. The other parent moved outside the school district 

without giving me proper notice. Can I object? ......................................................................... 7 

J. I am a grandparent or other relative. Can I try to stop the move? ..................................... 7 

K. Can I get a court order before the hearing on relocation happens?................................... 8 

Part 2. Court forms in this packet .................................................................................................... 9 

A. Included court forms ............................................................................................................................ 9 

B. Other court forms and documents you may need to get ..................................................... 10 

C. Other packets you may need: ......................................................................................................... 10 

Part 3. General instructions for filling out forms .................................................................... 11 

Part 4. How to fill out each form .................................................................................................... 15 

A. Notice of intent to move with children (Relocation) - FL Relocate 701 ........................ 15 

B. Response to objection about moving with children and petition about changing a 

parenting/custody order (Relocation) - FL Relocate 722 .................................................. 16 

C. Motion for temporary order allowing move with children (Relocation) - FL Relocate 

726 ........................................................................................................................................................... 17 

D. Temporary order about moving with children (Relocation) - FL Relocate 728 ........ 19 



 

3132EN | August 2022 

 

 
p. 2 

 

Part 5. How to serve forms .............................................................................................................. 21 

Part 6. Blank Forms ........................................................................................................................... 22 

 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities. It is not intended as a 

substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 

(Permission for copying and distribution granted to the Alliance for Equal Justice and to individuals for non-

commercial purposes only.



 

3132EN | August 2022 

 

 
p. 1 

 

Part 1. Important Info 

A. Should I use this? 

Yes, you should use this if you have legal custody of your child, or shared custody (at 

least 45% of the time), and you wish to move (“relocate”) and take the child with 

you.  

Under state law, you may have to do certain things before you move. This packet has 

forms and instructions to help. 

❖ Your case may be about more than one child. We say “child” instead of 

“children” for short. 

If you are planning to move with your child, and an existing court order allows 

the other parent or a third party (like a grandparent) visitation with the child, or 

joint custody, you must give that person advance notice of your move.  

Once you have done so, if the other parent objects to the child moving, they must file 

an objection with the court within thirty days. 

❖ The relocation law is complicated. Talk to a lawyer before deciding whether 

to relocate. Read this packet step-by-step. 

If there is no existing court order, or the court order does not give anyone else 

visitation rights, the relocation law does not apply to you. You may move. You do 

not need to read further. Be aware of custodial interference laws and UCCJA 

(jurisdiction) laws.  

B. I have an older parenting plan. Does the relocation law to 

us? 

The law applies to all parenting plans entered after June 8, 2000.  

❖ We say “parenting plan” for short to refer to your parenting plan, residential 

schedule, or custody order. 
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C. I do not have a parenting plan. Can we move? 

If there is no existing order regarding residential time or visitation with your 

child, the law does not apply. You may move. Just be aware of custodial interference 

laws and UCCJA (jurisdiction) laws.  

❖ Custodial interference laws make it a crime to take or hide a child from the 

other parent with the intent to deny that parent access to the child for a long 

time, even if there are no parenting plans in place. It is a more serious crime 

if the child is moved from the state where they usually live.  

Let the other parent know where you are going, and how to reach you to arrange 

contact with the child. That should minimize the risk of you facing criminal custodial 

interference charges.  

❖ If you feel that safety reasons keep you from telling the other parent where 

you are going, talk to a lawyer before acting.  

The UCCJEA, RCW Chapter 26.27, is the law controlling which court has authority 

(called jurisdiction) to make custody and visitation decisions about your child. The 

UCCJEA says that, in most cases, if a parent moves a child out of state, the old state 

continues to be the child’s “home state” for 6 months after the move as long as one 

parent still lives there.  

Any court action within the first 6 months after relocation will probably need to 

take place in the old state.  

If you have no custody or visitation order, and the other parent stays in Washington 

and files a court case, you must respond and be ready to return to Washington. 

D. The law applies to me. What do I do? 

1. Relocating within the same school district 

If you plan to move within the same school district where the child currently lives, 

you must give actual notice to every person entitled to visitation with your child of: 

• your new address  

• your phone number  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=26.27
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=26.27
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• any new daycare provider or school  

The notice may be in any form. You can tell the other parent on the phone, in person, 

by email, or hand them a note.  

It is best to write the other parent a letter about the move and keep a copy for 

your records. Send the letter by certified mail or any form of mail that provides 

proof of delivery.  

❖ No one may object to this type of relocation. 

2. Relocating outside of your school district 

If you are the custodial parent under the parenting plan and you want to move with 

your child outside of the school district you currently live in, you must give the 

noncustodial parent and every other person entitled to visitation with the child 

notice of your intent to move. The Notice form is in this packet.  

Generally, you must give notice at least 60 days before the date of your intended 

move in one of these ways: 

A. Through hand delivery by a third party, who signs a statement that they 

delivered the notice to the other parent (called personal service).  

B. By any form of mail that requires a return receipt. Use our Service by Certified 

Mail or Publication packet. 

❖ Example 1: 60-day Notice: You plan to move on September 1. You must give 

the other parent notice on or before July 2. 

❖ Example 2: You give relocation notice on July 1 that you plan to move to 

another city. You do not have the exact new address at the time of notice. 

You do not include it. On July 15, you get a new address. You must write the 

court and everyone else entitled to residential time or visitation a letter 

giving your new address. This shows the court you are following the law in 

“good faith.” This will help when the court is deciding whether to allow the 

relocation. 

See below for exceptions to this 60-day notice requirement.  

http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/service-by-certified-mail-or-publication?ref=b7jpx
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/service-by-certified-mail-or-publication?ref=b7jpx
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3. Exceptions to the 60-day notice requirement 

If you want to move with the child but do not have 60 days in which to give notice 

before moving, you must give notice within 5 days after you actually know you are 

moving.  

Be ready to show both of these:  

• you could not reasonably have known about the move in time to give 60 

days’ notice 

• you cannot reasonably delay the move 

❖ Example: On November 1, you get a notice that the military is transferring 

you to a new location on November 30. You must give notice by November 6.  

Here are some situations where it is okay to give less or different notice: 

• You are relocating because you are entering a domestic violence 

shelter: You may delay notice for 21 days. The shelter is not required to 

disclose any confidential information about itself. 

❖ Example: You enter a DV shelter on July 1. You do not have to give notice 

until July 27 (21 days plus the five days we explain above). You do not need 

to include the confidential address. 

• You are taking part in the Address Confidentiality Program (read How to 

hide your address from a stalker or abuser to learn more) or have a court 

order permitting you to withhold specific information: You can leave that 

information out of your notice. 

• You are moving to avoid a clear, immediate, and unreasonable risk to 

your health or safety or the health or safety of the child: You may delay 

notice for 21 days (plus the five days explained above). This is the same as if 

you were moving to a DV shelter. 

If you believe your, or your child’s, health or safety would be at risk by the release of 

information the notice requires, you may request an ex parte hearing with the court 

to have that part of the notice waived (excused).  

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/how-to-hide-your-address-from-a-stalker-or-abuser
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/how-to-hide-your-address-from-a-stalker-or-abuser
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❖ “The court” or “the judge” here means the judge or family court 

commissioner who hears your case when it gets to court. 

You do not give the other party any notice of an ex parte hearing, or you give very 

little notice. Usually, this hearing is the same day you ask for it.  

After this hearing, the court may waive some or all of the required notice 

information. You may not have to give notice at all. You may not have to give all the 

details normally required in your notice. Alternatively, the court may provide some 

other relief that meets your needs and your child’s.  

E. Where do I file my notice? 

You should file your notice in the same county where you were divorced, or where 

the court entered the parenting plan, if possible.  

If you file in a different county, your current parenting plan will first have to be 

registered as a foreign order in that county, and then assigned a new case number 

for that county. 

F. What happens if I do not give notice? 

Failure to give the proper Notice of Intent to Move is grounds for sanctions 

(punishment) by the court. In some cases, this can mean contempt of court.  

The court may put a penalty on you, including:  

• ordering the child returned to your old location in Washington (or to the 

other parent’s home) 

• ordering you to pay the other person’s attorney’s fees and costs 

• jail time  

• fines  

• some other type of punishment  

❖ A judge who finds you in contempt more than once in a three-year period 

may award the other parent custody. 

http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/self-help-guide-for-getting-an-ex-parte-order?ref=Gdtdd
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G. I have given notice. When may I move? 

Usually, you should wait until 60 days have passed after giving notice. You do not 

have to if you fall under one of the exceptions above.  

Generally: 

• You may not move the child during the first 30 days without a court order 

unless you can prove that the other parent will not object.  

• If the other parent does not file an objection within 30 days, you may then go 

ahead and move.  

• If the other parent does file an objection, wait until the judge has ruled on 

that objection or you get a court order allowing you to move on a temporary 

basis. (See discussion below on Temporary Orders.) 

The person who objects to the relocation must schedule a hearing within fifteen 

days. They must file a motion to keep you from moving if they want to stop your 

move temporarily before the court makes its final decision.  

Even if the objecting person does not ask for a restraining order to stop you, think 

carefully about moving before the court makes a final decision. If you cannot 

follow the existing parenting plan after you move, the court will likely find you in 

contempt. (See above.) 

Even if you could follow the parenting plan after the move, the judge may think it 

was in “bad faith” to move after the other parent objected. You may also have to 

move your child twice if the court’s final order does not allow you to permanently 

move the child. 

H. I am the noncustodial parent. How do I object? 

If you have gotten notice of a proposed relocation within the same school district, 

you may not object. You can still change the parenting plan if the move makes it 

necessary to make minor changes to visitation or other parts of the parenting plan. 

Examples: Who provides transportation, or where to meet to transfer the child. 

If you have gotten notice of a proposed relocation outside of the current school 

district and you do not want your child to move, you must file an objection within 

30 days of getting that notice. 

http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/self-help-guide-for-objecting-when-the-other?ref=R4u9V
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You can also object by filing either:  

• a petition to change the parenting plan  

• some other court action, such as a motion for a temporary family law order, 

that would provide grounds for relief 

❖ A letter to the judge or relocating parent will not satisfy the law. Use one of 

the methods listed here. 

❖ The court cannot stop the adult from moving. If you file an objection to stop 

the child from moving, be ready to have the child live with you, and to prove 

to the court that it is in the child’s best interest for that to happen. 

I. I am the parent who is not moving. The other parent 

moved outside the school district without giving me 

proper notice. Can I object? 

Yes. You can file one (not both) of these: 

• an objection, as described in section H  

• a petition or other court action as described in section H 

J. I am a grandparent or other relative. Can I try to stop the 

move? 

Probably not.  

A court can stop a move when the only objection is from a nonparent only when 

both of these are true:  

1. that nonparent has court-ordered visitation rights  

2. the nonparent has served as the child’s custodian for a substantial period 

during the past three years 
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K. Can I get a court order before the hearing on relocation 

happens? 

If you have objected to relocation and are waiting for a hearing, ask for a 

temporary order stopping the move or ordering the child’s return if the move has 

already happened. 

If you have given notice of your intended relocation, you may ask for a temporary 

order approving the intended move. Use the blank forms at the end of this packet.  

The court will grant the order, before a final hearing, if it finds both of these are 

true: 

1. You gave the required notice in a timely manner or there is enough reason to 

enter a temporary order in the absence of compliance with notice 

requirements  

2. After examining evidence presented by both parties, it is likely the court would 

approve the intended relocation of the child. 

❖ In a very few cases, you may be able to get an ex parte (emergency) order 

letting you move with the child before the thirty days have passed. Getting 

an Ex Parte (Emergency) Order to Move with Your Children has the forms for 

this. Or get them at courts.wa.gov/forms. 

  

http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/self-help-guide-for-objecting-when-the-other?ref=R4u9V
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/self-help-guide-for-getting-an-ex-parte-order?ref=Gdtdd
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/self-help-guide-for-getting-an-ex-parte-order?ref=Gdtdd
https://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/?fa=forms.static&staticID=14#FamLawForms
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Part 2. Court forms in this packet 

❖ Some counties have their own do-it-yourself packets. These are available 

from your local family law facilitator or court clerk. Using a local packet may 

be easier. They will include your county’s rules and forms.  

A. Included court forms 

This packet has many of the forms you need to move outside your child’s current 

school district. 

The Washington Administrative Office of the Courts has Microsoft Word and PDF 

versions of these forms available on their web site for download if you would rather 

fill them out on your computer at courts.wa.gov/forms.  

Read the next section to decide what else you may need. 

Court Form Name Court Form Number 

Proof of Personal Service  FL All Family 101 

Notice of Intent to Move with Children (Relocation)  FL Relocate 701 

Response to Objection about Moving with Children and 

Petition about Changing a Parenting/Custody Order 

(Relocation) 

 FL Relocate 722 

Motion for Temporary Order Allowing Move with 

Children (Relocation) 

FL Relocate 726 

Temporary Order about Moving with Children 

(Relocation) 

 FL Relocate 728 

Attachment: Summary of the law about moving with 

children 

 FL Relocate 736 

 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/?fa=forms.static&staticID=14#FamLawForms
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B. Other court forms and documents you may need to get 

 Court Form Name 
Court Form Number 

 Motion to Limit Notice of Intent to Move with Children 

(Ex Parte) 

 FL Relocate 702 

 Motion for Immediate Order Allowing Move with 

Children – Before Objection Deadline (Ex Parte 

Relocation) 

 FL Relocate 704 

Immediate Order on Motion to Move with Children – 

Before Objection Deadline (Ex Parte Relocation) 

 FL Relocate 705 

 Ex Parte Motion for Final Order Changing Parenting 

Plan – No Objection to Moving with Children 

(Relocation) 

 FL Relocate 706 

 Ex Parte Order on Motion for Final Order Changing 

Parenting Plan – Moving with Children (Relocation) 

 FL Relocate 707 

C. Other packets you may need: 

• Get an Ex Parte Order to Move with Your Children: use only in limited 

circumstances.  

• Make a Parenting Plan: to ask for a new parenting plan. Or use our do-it-

yourself interview program, Washington Forms Online. 

Washington Forms Online helps people fill out family law forms on a computer. 

Check out WashingtonLawHelp.org/resource/Washington-forms-online. 

  

http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/self-help-guide-for-getting-an-ex-parte-order?ref=Gdtdd
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/parenting-plans-and-child-support-for-dissolu?ref=8Znir
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/washington-forms-online
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/washington-forms-online
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Part 3. General instructions for filling out forms 

Read these before you start filling out any forms. 

THE CAPTION. The caption is the name of your case. It is a section appearing at the 

top of the first page of every form. See the sample below: 

Superior Court of Washington, County of   

In re the marriage of: 

Petitioner (person who started this case): 

Jane Brown  

And Respondent (other spouse): 

John Brown  

No.  

 

Notice of Hearing  

(NTHG) 

 Clerk’s action required: 1 

 

The caption includes the case name and number, court’s name, title of the court 

paper, and sometimes, the type of case. It appears at the top of the first page of every 

form.  

Put the name of the county where you are filing your case in the blank space after 

"Superior Court of Washington County of ." 

Case name. On the blank under “In re” put your name. In the next blank below 

“and,” put the other parent’s name. 

Case number. If you already have a parenting plan, use the same case number as 

appears on its front page. It is in the top right-hand corner. You will put the case 

number near the top on the right-hand section of the first page of every form after 

"No." (Abbreviation for “number.”)  

This case type is 

for a divorce.  

Put the county where you 

are filing this form. 

Put the case number. The 

court clerk assigns this 

number when the 

Petitioner files the case. 

This is the form’s title. 
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The contents. Fill out each form according to its instructions. In most counties you 

may print or type. It must be readable. Use black or dark blue ink. After filling out 

each form, re-read it. Be sure you have correctly filled in all the blanks you need to. 

If you have to make corrections, be sure the correction is neat and readable. Do not 

write in the margins of any page. The clerk may reject your form. 

Dates. The last page of most forms (not including orders) has a space for the person 

who fills it out to put the date they signed it. The judge puts dates in orders when 

the judge signs the order. 

Signatures.  

• Your Signature: After filling out a form, look for the place(s) to sign your 

name: 

o Some forms have one signature line for “petitioner” or “respondent.” 

After you fill out a form such as the petition, sign at the place that 

applies to you. Look carefully. You may have to sign in more than one 

place. You may have to put the date and the place (city, state) you 

signed the form.  

o When you prepare and file motions, you are the moving party. After 

you prepare a motion, look for each place marked Person filing this 

motion fills out below. Look carefully. You may have to sign in more 

than one place. You may have to put the date and the place (city, state) 

you signed the form. 

o When you prepare an order and plan to present it for the judge to 

sign, look for the place at the end for your signature. Check is 

presented by me. 

• Judge’s Signature: Leave the judge’s signature line and the date blank. 

• Other party’s signature: Some forms have a place for other parties to sign. 

You cannot force another party to sign a court paper. If you have prepared an 

order after a hearing, the other party may be willing to sign it if they agree it 

accurately states the judge’s decisions, or the judge may require the other 

party to sign. 
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o Agreed orders. If the other party agrees with the orders you have 

written, they should sign in the right place on each court order they 

agree to.  

o May be signed by the court without notice to me. If you are the 

respondent or nonmoving party, or you did not prepare the order, the 

other party may ask you to check this box and sign underneath. If you 

do, you are agreeing the judge should sign the order as written and 

the other party can give the order to the judge to sign without letting 

you know when they are going to do it. 

• Other signatures: If someone else (a witness or the person serving papers) 

must sign a form, they must fill out all information correctly and sign in the 

right space. 

Box #1 - Things to not put in most Court Papers: 

Court rules try to protect privacy in family law cases. Almost all pleadings, orders 

and other papers filed with the court are available to the public. They may also be 

publicly available online.  

Except where instructions about a specific form tell you otherwise (Example: the 

forms in Box #3), use these rules for papers you file with the court.  

Address (Where you Live) and Phone Number: Put an address where you can get 

mail from the court. It does not have to be your home address. Give the court a 

phone number where they can reach you. 

Social Security/Driver’s License, ID Numbers of Adults and Children: Put only 

the last four digits.  

Bank Account, Credit Card Numbers: Put the bank name, type of account (savings, 

checking, and so on), and last four digits of the account number. 
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Box #2 - Private information you should file with sealed Cover Sheets: 

If you use a sealed cover sheet, this information is usually available to the other 

party and the court. It is not available to the public. 

Financial Information: You must attach any paystubs, checks, loan applications, 

tax returns, credit card statements, check registers, W-2 forms, bank statements, or 

retirement plan orders you file to a Sealed Financial Source Documents form. 

Medical or Mental health records or information: You must attach anything you 

file with information about someone’s past, present, or future physical or mental 

health, including insurance or payment records to a Sealed Personal Health Care 

Records form. 

Confidential Reports: Reports intended for court use must have public and private 

sections. You should attach the private section to a Sealed Confidential Reports 

Cover Sheet. 

Retirement Plan Orders: Certain retirement information belongs in the public file. 

“Retirement Plan Orders” do not. Use the Sealed Financial Source Documents Cover 

Sheet for the Retirement Plan Order. See a lawyer if this affects your case. 

Other kinds of confidential or embarrassing information not mentioned 

above. If the paper you want kept confidential is not in the above list, you may need 

to file a motion asking to have that paper, or part of it, sealed. Talk to a lawyer. 

 

Box #3 - When to put private information in Court Forms: 

These forms are not in the public file. Information in them is usually not available to 

the other party.  

You must fill in your personal information completely (including your home 

address, social security number, and so on): 

Confidential Information Form 

Vital Statistics Form 

Law Enforcement Confidential Information Form 
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Part 4. How to fill out each form 

A. Notice of intent to move with children (Relocation) - FL 

Relocate 701 

❖ In these instructions, “parenting plan” is short for a parenting plan, 

residential schedule, or other custody order. 

Page 1: Do not change any of the text here. You will start filling this form out on 

page 2.  

Page 2: 

1. Put your name.  

2. Put the date you plan to move. List names and ages of all the children the 

parenting plan covers and whom you want to move. (Do not list any children 

your parenting plan does not cover.) 

3. Put all your reasons for moving. Put the most important reasons first. 

(Examples:You have remarried. Your new spouse has gotten a job in a 

different town.) If you have an emergency reason for moving, put that first. 

4. Contact information after the move. Check the first box if one of the reasons 

immediately underneath it is true, and then check that reason. Otherwise, 

check the second box and put the information requested. 

5. Parenting/custody order. Check the box showing what you want. If you 

check the second box, follow its instructions.  

6. Timing and service of this Notice. Most people will check the first box. You 

should check the second box or the third box only if one of those applies to you.  

Person planning to move fills out below: Date the form and sign where it says to. 

Print or type your name in the next blank.  

Under I agree to accept legal papers, check the second box. Put your name and 

address. If you do not want the other party to know where you live, put a P.O. Box 

number if you have one or the address of a friend or relative you trust to tell you 

immediately if you receive any legal papers. You should put your email address only 
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if you check that account very regularly, like every day, and you are okay with 

getting court papers that way. 

B. Response to objection about moving with children and 

petition about changing a parenting/custody order 

(Relocation) - FL Relocate 722 

The Response is your chance to answer what the other parent’s Objection to your 

Notice of Intent to Move says. Look at that Objection when filling out the Response 

form.  

1. Your response.  

While filling this section out, read each corresponding section of the Objection. 

For each section, check if you agree, disagree, or do not have enough info to 

agree or disagree with what the other parent said.  

If you disagree with any part of the information in a paragraph, you should 

check disagree. Whenever you do that, you must then explain in the space at 

the bottom why you disagree.  

Example: You disagree with what the other parent put in statement #5a of the 

Objection (Relationships). You could disagree and then put you disagree 

because “It is not true. It is not more harmful to the child that they have less 

contact with their father because of this move. As it is, they only see their 

father every other month. They will be able to keep seeing him that often after 

the move.” 

❖ For more on deciding if Washington has jurisdiction over your children, talk 

with a lawyer. Divorce and Other Options for Ending Your Marriage in 

Washington with Children and Which Court Can Enter Custody Orders: 

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers about Jurisdiction have basic 

information. 

2. Protection Order.  

Check no if you do not want this.  

Check yes and follow the instructions if you do. Check the third box if and give 

the info requested if there is already a protection order between you.  

http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/ending-your-marriage-or-domestic-partnership-1?ref=bCBQL
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/ending-your-marriage-or-domestic-partnership-1?ref=bCBQL
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/which-court-has-the-right-to-enter-a-custody?ref=u8sHB
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/which-court-has-the-right-to-enter-a-custody?ref=u8sHB
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3. Restraining Order.  

• Check No and skip to 4 if you do not want a restraining order.  

• Check Yes if you want a restraining order and check all the bolded boxes 

underneath showing what you want the restraining order to do.  

o Stay away: A common number of feet to put is 500 (about the length 

of a football field). 

o Do not hurt or threaten: The term “molesting” can be confusing. If you 

check this box, you are not accusing the other party of sexually 

molesting you or the children. You are asking the court to order the 

other person not to bother you or the children. Read the Warning! 

❖ Prohibit weapons and order surrender: If you check this, we recommend 

you have the party turn their weapons in to the police chief or sheriff. 

4. Requests.  

• Check Deny and Approve. Check all the indented boxes under Approved 

showing what you want. 

Person filing this Response fills out below: Date the form and sign where it says 

to. Print or type your name in the next blank. You must also fill out and file 

Confidential Information Form FL All Family 001, available at 

courts.wa.gov/forms. 

I Agree to accept legal papers: Check the second box. Put your name and address.  

If you do not want the other party to know where you live, put a P.O. box number if 

you have one, or put the address of a friend or relative you trust to tell you 

immediately if you receive any legal papers.  

You should only check email if you will check that account regularly, like every day, 

and you are okay with getting court papers that way.  

C. Motion for temporary order allowing move with children 

(Relocation) - FL Relocate 726 

Caption. Fill in the caption. 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/?fa=forms.static&staticID=14#FamLawForms
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1. Put your name. 

2. Check the first box and put the date if you served the other parent with notice 

of your intended relocation.  

Check the second box if you did not serve the other parent and explain in the 

blank space below why you should not have to give notice. 

3. Check the first box if you and the other parent have split custody of the 

children.  

Check the second box if the children live with you most of the time.  

4. Explain why you need a temporary order before your final hearing.  

Example: “My new job in another state starts before I can schedule a final 

hearing.” 

5. Temporary Parenting Plan.  

Check the first box and skip to 6 if you do not want a temporary parenting plan.  

Check the second box if you want the court to approve your proposed 

temporary parenting plan. In the blank space beneath, explain why.  

6. Active duty military.  

Check the first box and skip to 7 if this does not apply to the other parent.  

Check the second box and put the other parent’s name in the blank if they are 

in the service or the dependent of someone who is. Check the third box if it 

applies to this case and then put in the blank below why your case should go 

forward even if the other parent cannot make it.  

7. Other requests (if any). Most people will not put anything here.  

Person filing this motion fills out below: Date the form and sign where it says to. 

Print or type your name in the next blank.  

 I Agree to accept legal papers: Check the second box. Put your name and address. 

If you do not want the other party to know where you live, put a P.O. box number if 

you have one, or put the address of a friend or relative you trust to tell you 

immediately if you receive any legal papers.  
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D. Temporary order about moving with children (Relocation) 

- FL Relocate 728 

Caption. Fill in the caption. 

1. Check the first box if the parent who opposes the child’s move filed the motion.  

Check the second box if the parent who wants the child to move filed the 

motion.  

2. Notice. Check by the legal deadline if timely notice was provided. Then check 

the box underneath that showing which deadline.  

At the top of page 2, check after the legal deadline if true in this case. Then 

check did not cause.  

Check incorrectly if true in this case.  

3. Check the box showing what is true in this case. If you check the second box, 

you must check the boxes immediately underneath that apply. 

4. Check the first box and skip to 5 if you do not want temporary permission to 

move before your trial.  

If you do want temporary permission to move before trial, check the second 

box and then justify. If you oppose the child’s move, check don’t justify.  

5. Check the first box and skip to 6 if you do not want temporary permission to 

move before trial.  

Check the second box and put the date if there was a temporary orders 

hearing.  

• Check likely be approved if you want temporary permission to move before 

trial. Underneath that, check the first box if you have split custody of the 

children, or the second if the children live with you most of the time. 

• Check is unlikely to be approved if you oppose the child’s move. Check the 

first box under that if you have split custody of the children, or the second if 

the children live with the other parent most of the time. Check the third box if 

the children live with you most of the time. 
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7. Check the first box and skip to 7 if you do not want a temporary parenting plan.  

Check the second box and then should if you want a temporary parenting plan. 

Check should not if you want to follow your current parenting plan.  

8. If the other parent is not in the military or a military dependent, check the first 

box and skip to 8.  

Otherwise, check the second box. Leave the rest for the judge to fill out.  

9. The judge may use this space.  

10.  Motion for Temporary Order Allowing Move with Children:  

Check the first box and skip to 10 if no one filed such a motion.  

Check denied if the other party filed this motion and you oppose it.  

Check approved if you filed this motion. In the blank, put your name. Then 

check the box underneath showing what you want.  

11.  Motion for Temporary Order Preventing Move with Children:  

Check the first box and skip to 11 if no one filed such a motion.  

Check denied if the other party filed this motion and you oppose it.  

Check approved if you filed this motion. Check the first box underneath if you 

want to prevent the move before trial. Put the other parent’s name. Check the 

box at the top of page 2 if you want the other parent to return the children to 

you or to their last home. Put the other parent’s name in the first blank. Put 

your name or the children’s last home in the second blank. Put the date you 

want this to happen in the third.  

12.  Other orders: Most people will leave this blank.  

Ordered. Leave this for the judge.  

Petitioner and Respondent or their lawyers fill out below. 

Parties or their lawyers fill out below. There are two columns of boxes to check, 

one for each party. You should check is presented by me in your column. You 

should sign and print your name and the date where it says. 
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Part 5. How to serve forms 

You must follow the rules when you are having the other parent personally served.  

Do not serve the documents on the other parent yourself. Find someone over age 18 to 

serve the papers for you.  

You can hire the sheriff or a professional process server. It usually costs $30-

$80. A professional process server may be better. The sheriff may not be willing to 

try more than once to serve the other parent. Look on the web for process servers.  

Ask an adult friend to be your process server. If you cannot afford a process 

server or the sheriff, any competent adult 18 or older may serve the papers from 

you if they are not a party in the case  

Your server must understand how to serve the papers and fill out the Proof of 

Personal Service form correctly.  

If you do not serve the other parent properly, then your court orders could be set 

aside, even years later. 

Give your server the following: 

• the envelope of papers you prepared for service on the other parent 

• the other parent’s home and work address 

• a physical description of the other parent 

• any other information that will help the server locate the other parent for 

service 

Give your server the blank Proof of Personal Service form to fill out and return to 

you once service is complete. Some process servers have their own Proof of 

Personal Service form they will fill out and give you instead. 

 

  



 

3132EN | August 2022 

 

 
p. 22 

 

Part 6. Blank Forms 

The rest of this packet has blank forms for your use. Make a copy of each form so 

that you have an extra in case your first draft needs lots of changes. You may need 

forms from other packets. You may not need everything in this packet.  

The Washington Administrative Office of the Courts also has Microsoft Word and 

PDF versions of many of these forms available at courts.wa.gov/forms. 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/?fa=forms.static&staticID=14#FamLawForms

