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When Should I File a Declaration of
Exempt Income and Assets?
 Read this only if you live in the state of Washington.
 You can find all the fact sheets we link to here at WashingtonLawHelp.org.

Should I use this?
Yes, but only if you are sure your income and assets cannot be garnished. Money
that cannot be taken from you (“garnished”) to pay off a debt has more information.
 This packet is not a substitute for representation by a lawyer. Try to talk to
or hire one before answering a lawsuit.
Use this packet with How to Answer a Lawsuit for Debt Collection.
We also have an online interview program called Answer a Lawsuit for Debt
Collection that creates the court forms. You can use this program instead of the How
to Answer a Lawsuit for Debt Collection packet if you do not want to handwrite your
forms. The declaration form attached to this packet is not in the online
interview. A link to the interview is on the home page of WashingtonLawHelp.org
in the Do-it-Yourself Forms area in the right sidebar.

I have been sued for a debt. Do I need to respond?
Yes, if you want to defend (fight) the lawsuit/complaint. If you do not file an Answer
(formal written response to the lawsuit), the court will enter a Default Judgment
against you. This means the court will rule in favor of the plaintiff (person who is
suing you).
If you want to get notice of the status of the case or of when the court actually enters
judgment against you, you must file a Notice of Appearance.
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What if I do not answer the Complaint?
The plaintiff will win automatically. Plaintiff will get a judgment for everything
Plaintiff’s complaint asked for.

Someone told me that I am “collection proof.” What does that
mean?
It means that even though the court has entered a judgment against you, the
creditor cannot collect on the judgment. They cannot take any of your money.

How do I know I am “collection proof?”
By law, creditors cannot garnish or take certain types of income or money from
you to pay off a debt. The most common types of income exempt from garnishment
are (see a full list on the declaration form):
 Social Security
 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits
 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) benefits
 Aged, Blind, or Disabled (ABD) benefits
 Child support you receive
 Veteran’s Administration (VA) benefits
 Unemployment Compensation
 Federal student Loans
 Most pensions
 All or part of your wages, depending on how much you earn and what you are
being sued for
 Consumer debt. This means debts from credit cards, doctor bills, hospital
bills, utility bills, phone bills, personal loans from a bank or credit union, debts
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owed to a landlord or former landlord, or any other debt for personal, family,
or household purposes.
If you are sued on a consumer debt, creditors cannot take any of your wages
if you earn less than $507.15 weekly (35x the state minimum hourly wage).
If you earn more than this amount, you may still keep 35x the state minimum
hourly wage or 80% of your net pay, whichever is more.
 Net pay is your earnings after subtracting mandatory deductions.
 Mandatory deductions include Social Security, Medicare, and federal
income taxes.
 Private student loan debt—If you are sued on a private student loan debt,
creditors cannot take any of your wages if you earn less than $877.00 weekly
(50x the highest minimum hourly wage in the State). If you earn more than
this, you may still keep 50x the highest minimum hourly wage in the State or
85% of your net pay, whichever is more.
 Other debts—If you are sued on other debts that are not consumer or private
student loan debts, creditors cannot take any of your wages if you earn less
than $253.75 weekly (35x the federal minimum hourly wage). If you earn
more than this amount, you may still keep 35x the federal minimum hourly
wage or 75% of your net pay, whichever is more.
The law also exempts (protects) some property:
 Your home, where the equity value is the greater of (a) $125,000; or (b) the
county median sale price of a single-family home in the preceding calendar
year.
 Equity is the amount of money you would keep after you sold your home
and paid off the mortgage and other liens. You can find the median sale
price of homes in your county at wcrer.be.uw.edu/wpcontent/uploads/sites/41/2021/04/2020AnnualMedianPricesByCounty.pdf
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 Clothing—up to $3,500 in value
 Household goods—up to $6,500 per person or $13,000 for a married couple
 A cell (mobile) phone, personal computer, and printer
 A car—equity in your car is exempt up to $3,250 (or 2 cars for a married
couple up to $6,500 in total value)
 Money in your bank account
 $2,500 is exempt if your only judgment is for private student loan debt.
 $2,000 is exempt if the judgment if for consumer debt.
 $500 in your bank account is exempt for all other debts (and $1,000 additional
cash, for a total exemption of up to $1,500)

What is a Declaration of Exempt Income and Assets?
A declaration is a sworn statement. The Declaration of Exempt Income and Assets
lets your creditors know you have income and/or assets they may not take from
you.
 You can use the blank Declaration of Exempt Income and Assets in this
packet.

When should I file a Declaration re: Income and Assets Exempt
from Garnishment?
Only when you know for sure your income and assets are exempt.

How do I fill out the Declaration of Exempt Income and Assets?
 Income (#4): Only check the box (or boxes) that apply to you and the type of
income you get. Example: You receive Social Security Disability (SSDI) and
Child Support payments. Only put check marks in those 2 boxes.
 Assets (#5): Check every box that applies.
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o Example: If you do not own a home and are renting, do not check the
homestead box.
o Example: If you think your clothing, books, video games and DVDs,
household goods, and other personal property are worth less than the
amounts stated on the Declaration form, you should check those
boxes.
o Example: If the car you own may be worth more than $3,250 (the
amount stated on the Declaration form), you can still check the box for
motor vehicles, but if your car is worth thousands more than that, a
creditor could try to sell it. The creditor would have to give you the
first $3,250 from the sale before taking anything to collect on the
judgment.
 Last part of the declaration: Sign the declaration. Put the date you signed.
Signing guarantees that all information in the declaration is true.
 Creditors are very good at finding out what assets and income you have.
Be honest in this declaration.
 Do not attach any documents to the Declaration.
 You can file the Declaration with the Court and send it to Plaintiff or Plaintiff’s
attorney, if there is one, at the same time you file your Notice of Appearance
and/or Answer. See How to Answer a Lawsuit for Debt Collection or the online
Answer a Lawsuit for Debt Collection interview program.

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities. It is not
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.
© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014.
(Permission for copying and distribution granted the Alliance for Equal Justice and to individuals for
non-commercial purposes only.)
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COURT OF WASHINGTON
COUNTY OF
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____________________________________________________ No.
______________________________________________,
Plaintiff(s),

12
13

_____________________

DECLARATION OF DEFENDANT
_______________________________ REGARDING
INCOME AND ASSETS EXEMPT
FROM GARNISHMENT

vs.
14
15

____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________,

16
Defendant(s).

17
18
19

I, _______________________________________, declare under penalty of perjury under the
laws of the State of Washington as follows:

20

1.
My name is __________________________________. I am a defendant/respondent in
this lawsuit.

21
22
23

2.

I am over the age of eighteen and competent to testify.

3.

My mailing address is: ____________________________________________________.

4.
My/Our source(s) of income and its exempt status, if any, is as follows (mark
any that apply)
My spouse’s separate earnings. RCW 6.15.040; RCW 26.16.200

24
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1
2

Supplemental Security Income. 42 U.S.C. § 407
Veteran’s Benefits. 38 U.S.C. § 5301
Social Security (Disability, Retirement, Survivors). 42 U.S.C. § 407

3

Federal Civil Service Retirement. 5 U.S.C. § 8346

4

Armed Forces Savings Account. 10 U.S.C. § 1035(d)

5

Injury or Death Compensation from War Risk Hazards. 42 U.S.C. § 1717
Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation for Death and Disability. 33 U.S.C. 916

6

Railroad Unemployment Insurance. 45 U.S.C. § 352

7

Railroad Retirement Benefits. 45 U.S.C. § 231m

8

Merchant Seamen – Individuals employed on fishing or fish processing vessels. 46
U.S.C. §11109

9

Federal Title IV Student Loans. 20 U.S.C. 1095a(d)
Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) Pensions. 29 U.S.C, § 1056(d)

10

Work Release Earnings. RCW 72.65.060

11

Judge’s Retirement Benefits. RCW 2.12.090; 2.10.180

12

Crime Victim’s Compensation. RCW 7.68.033
Proceeds from Disability Insurance. RCW 48.18.400 et.seq.

13

City and State Employee’s Retirement Benefits. RCW 41.44.240

14

First Class City Personnel and Police Benefits. RCW 41.20.180

15

Fraternal Benefit Society Benefits. RCW 48.36A.180
State Employee’s Retirement. RCW 41.40.052

16

Teacher’s Retirement. RCW 41.32.052

17

Volunteer Firefighter’s Retirement. RCW 41.24.240
Washington State Patrol Retirement. RCW 43.43.310

18

Funds held by the State for a child. RCW 74.13.070

19

Out-of-State Income Tax on a pension or retirement plan received in Washington
State. RCW 6.15.025

20

Insurance Proceeds from Exempt Property, whether in this declaration or not. RCW
6.15.030

21

Child Support Payments. RCW 6.15.010(1)

22

Disposable earnings (earnings less deductions required by law)

23

Consumer Debt – (80% of Defendant’s disposable earnings or 35x the state minimum
hourly wage (WHICHEVER IS GREATER)
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1

Private Student Loan Debt (85% of Defendant’s disposable earnings or 50x the
highest minimum hourly wage in the state (WHICHEVER IS GREATER)

2

Other Debts (75% of Defendant’s disposable earnings or 35x the federal minimum
hourly wage (WHICHEVER IS GREATER). RCW 6.27.150

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Earnings necessary to support family. (50% of disposable earnings with spouse or
child; 40% if individual). RCW 6.32.250
Federal pension money, whether in debtor’s possession or deposited or loaned by
debtor. (100% (exemption applies to family if pensioner dies or absconds)).
RCW
6.15.020
Homeowner’s insurance policy proceeds covering exempt property (examples: fire,
flood, and so on). RCW 6.15.030
Unemployment compensation benefits. (100%, except for debts incurred for
necessaries furnished to individual receiving benefits during unemployment). RCW
50.40.020
Proceeds & avails of life insurance policies on the life of another (for example: your
parent’s life insurance policy) RCW 48.18.410
Group life insurance proceeds. RCW 48.18.420
Annuity contract benefits up to $2,500 limit per month. RCW 48.18.430(1)(b)

12

Public assistance grants & payments. RCW 74.04.280 & 74.08.210

13

City employees’ retirement benefits. RCW 41.28.200

14

Police & Firefighters retirement benefits. RCW 41.26.180 recodified as: RCW
41.26.053, RCW 41.20.180

15

Stock Options or Stock Appreciation Rights. Safeco Ins. Co. v. Skeen, 47 Wn. App. 196
(1987)

16
17
18
19

5.
I/We own the following property which is exempt from debt collection under
the following statutes (mark all that apply):
Homestead (house or mobile home where I live and any underlying accessories and
land) which is no more than (choose whichever is greater)
$125,000 in equity or total value

20

the median sale price of a single family home in your county the previous calendar
year.

21

RCW 6.13.010; 6.13.030.

22

All clothing, and furs, jewelry and personal ornamentation up to $3,500 in value. RCW
6.15.010(1)(a).

23

Private Library (including digital media) worth up to $3,500.00. RCW 6.15.010(1)(b).
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1
2
3
4
5

Household goods, appliances, furniture, yard equipment, provisions and fuel up to
$6,500.00 in value per person, not to total more than $13,000 per couple. RCW
6.15.010(1)(d)(i).
A cell (mobile) phone, personal computer, and printer. RCW 6.15.010(c).
Other Personal Property, not specifically listed here, up to $3,000.00 in value with
$1,500.00 limit on cash, $2000 in bank accounts if the debt is for consumer debt,
$2,500 in bank accounts and securities if the debt is for private student loans, and
$500 in bank accounts and securities otherwise. RCW 6.15.010(1)(d)(ii).

6

Two motor vehicles used for personal transportation up to $3,250.00 in value each,
not more than $6,500 per couple. RCW 6.15.010(1)(d)(iii).

7

Farm trucks, stock, tools, equipment, supplies and seed up to $10,000.00. RCW
6.15.010(1)(e)(i).

8

All professionally prescribed health aids for the debtor or a dependent of the debtor.
RCW 6.15.010(1)(d)(v).

9
10

Library & office furniture, equipment & supplies of physician, attorney, clergyman, or
other professional person up to $10,000. RCW 6.15.010(1)(e)(ii).

11

Tools and instruments necessary to carry on a trade, up to $10,000 in value. RCW
6.15.010(1)(e)(iii).

12

Tuition units, under chapter 28B.95 RCW as described in RCW 6.15.010(1)(f)

13

Personal or family burying grounds. RCW 68.24.220 & 68.20.120.

14

Money paid or owed to you for personal bodily injury (not including for pain &
suffering or money you lost) of yourself or dependents, up to $20,000. RCW
6.15.010(1)(c)(vi).

15

Property taken from a prisoner. Williams v. Edelstein, 143 Wn. 198 (1927).

16
17
18
19
20
21

___________________________________________
Signature
___________________________________________
Print Name
____________________________________________
Date

22
23
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