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I live in a manufactured/mobile
home park. Can the park
owner/landlord raise the rent,
and by that much?
 Read this only if you live in the state of Washington.
 Eviction law continues to change. Read about the latest changes to the
law at WashingtonLawHelp.org/resource/eviction
 If your landlord is threatening to evict you, use our Eviction Defense
Helper at WashingtonLawHelp.org OR apply for help online at
nwjustice.org/apply-online.
 You can find all the fact sheets we link to here at WashingtonLawHelp.org.

Tenants in Washington State: Read this!
The eviction moratorium in Washington State ended on June 30, 2021. During the
moratorium, landlords in Washington were not allowed to raise the rent. But now
that the moratorium has ended, renters may have gotten rent increase notices
starting July 1, 2021. Keep reading to find out what state law says about rent
increases.

Should I read this?
Yes, if you own your manufactured/mobile home and rent a space where two or
more manufactured/mobile homes and/or permanently installed RVs or trailers are
renting spaces.
No, if you are renting the place where you live and you do not live in a mobile home
park. This does not apply to you. Read Can my landlord raise my rent? And by how
much?.
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 A manufactured/mobile home park is any land rented out for two or
more manufactured/mobile homes and/or permanently installed RVs or
trailers.

What will you learn from reading this?


Whether and when the landlord can raise the rent



What options you might have, and where to get legal help

I recently got a 90-Day Notice of a rent increase. Is this legal?
Can my landlord raise my rent?
Yes, if you got the notice on or after July 1, 2021. The landlord must give you at
least 3 months’ (90 days’) notice before raising the rent.


If the rental term is one year, the landlord can only raise the rent at the end
of the term. RCW 59.20.090(2). Example: Your lease is up on January 1. Your
landlord wants to raise the rent starting then. The landlord must have given
you the notice by October 1.



If the rental term is month-to-month, the landlord can raise the rent at the
end of any month, after giving 3 months’ written notice. Example: Your
landlord wants to raise the rent starting October 1. The landlord must have
sent you the notice by July 1.

Can my landlord send me the rent increase notice by text or
email?
No. The notice must be written on paper. Your landlord cannot simply text or
email you 90 days before they raise your rent and demand that you pay a new
amount.

p. 2

6512EN | September 2021

www.WashingtonLawHelp.org

I got a rent increase notice. It was given to me with only 30 days
advance written notice. Do I still have to pay the new amount?
State law at RCW 59.20.090(2) clearly states that the landlord must give you 3
months’ notice. If you get a rent increase notice that gives you less time, talk to a
lawyer right away. Contact info is below.

I’m in the middle of a lease or written contract with my landlord. I
just got a notice of rent increase. Do I need to pay the new
amount?
No. If your contract or written lease was for a certain amount of rent per month,
your landlord cannot try to raise your rent during the middle of the contract. Your
landlord must wait until 3 months from the end of your lease.
Example: Your contract ends on December 31. Your landlord needs to have notified
you by October 1.

My landlord is raising my rent more than $200 per month. Is this
legal?
Unfortunately, yes. There is no rent control in the state of Washington.
However, if you owe rent between March 2020 and July 31, 2021 due to the
pandemic, you have some protections. Read Coronavirus (COVID-19): Can my
landlord evict me now? and talk to a lawyer right away. Contact info is below.
In any situation, you can try to negotiate with the landlord not to raise the rent
for a certain period of time. If you and the landlord do agree to this, try to get
it in writing.

I cannot afford the rent increase my landlord sent me. What can I
do?
You should talk to a lawyer right away about the following options:


If you owe rent between March 2020 and July 31, 2021 due to the pandemic,
you have some protections. Read Coronavirus (COVID-19): Can my landlord
evict me now? and talk to a lawyer right away. Contact info is below.
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If you have a disability, you might be able to get the landlord to change the
date your rent is due to coincide with when you get your disability check. To
try this, you can ask for a reasonable accommodation using the sample letter
below.



You might also have other options. Ask a lawyer if the Washington Law
against Discrimination (RCW 49.60) or the Fair Housing Act (starting at 42
U.S.C. 3601) can help you at all.

I got a rent increase during the moratorium. Can I get some of
my money back?
Maybe. The state eviction moratorium banned rent increases. Talk to a lawyer right
away. You can also seek help from the Washington State Attorney General’s Office
and filling out this form: www.atg.wa.gov/landlord-tenant

I complained about my landlord not repairing my rental. Then I
got a rent increase. Is this retaliation?
Maybe. If your landlord raised the rent within 120 days of legal action you took
against the landlord, and did not give you good reason for the rent increase, it may
count as retaliation and be illegal. Talk to a lawyer right away.

Get Legal Help


Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387.



Apply online with CLEAR*Online - nwjustice.org/apply-online



Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819.



Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? Call
2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They will
refer you to a legal aid provider.



Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or
Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays between
9:15 am - 12:15 pm or apply online at nwjustice.org/apply-online.
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Seniors (age 60 and over) with a legal issue outside of King County can also
call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111.



Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call any of these
numbers using the relay service of your choice.

CLEAR and 2-1-1 will provide interpreters.

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities. It is not
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.
© 2021 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014.
(Permission for copying and distribution granted the Alliance for Equal Justice and to individuals for
non-commercial purposes only.)
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You can use this form to make a reasonable accommodation request

Dear

My name is

:

. I am your tenant, living at:

[address].
I am writing to ask for a reasonable accommodation pursuant to the Fair Housing
Amendments Act (FHAA) and the Washington Law against Discrimination (WLAD) to
allow me to change the date of when my rent is due. The FHAA and the WLAD
require housing providers “to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies,
practices, or services, when such accommodations may be necessary to afford such
person(s) equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling.”
My primary source of income is Social Security benefits. I do not receive these
payments until the _________________ day of each month. Due to my disability, I
survive on a fixed income. I am unable to be gainfully employed in order to earn
additional income. Because of the timing of my Social Security payments, I cannot
pay rent before it is due, and I have to pay a late fee every month.
I am requesting a change in the date my rent is due based on the timing of my
monthly payment, so I can pay rent without having to pay a late fee. Without this
change, I will not have an equal opportunity to use and enjoy the property.
I am requesting the new due date for rent to be the ______________ day of each
month. If this date does not work for you, please contact me so we can discuss the
situation. I really hope we can work together on this. I look forward to hearing back
from you.
Sincerely,
____________________________________________________________________
Tenant Signature
Date signed
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