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Writ of Habeas Corpus – Sheriff’s Office
Policy & Procedures
This Writ Packet should contain information and/or documents you will need in order to file for a Writ of
Habeas Corpus in King County. This packet is provided for general educational purposes only. It is not
intended to be, nor should it be considered, legal advice. Persons should consult their own attorney for
legal advice specific to their situation. No special relationship or promises are created or implied through
this educational packet

**PLEASE NOTE: Writs of Habeas Corpus will generally NOT be
considered when the children involved are between sixteen and
eighteen years of age.**
.

1. A CHECKLIST for a successful Writ of Habeas Corpus.
2. Petitioning for a Writ of Habeas Corpus – Procedures in King County.
3. Missing Child Information Questionnaire.
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Checklist for a Successful Writ of Habeas Corpus
NOTE: Use the Checklist below to give yourself an overview of what you will need to successfully petition for a Writ
of Habeas Corpus and a Warrant in Aid of Writ. It is IMPORTANT, however, that you read and follow the
comprehensive directions that are included with this packet. Failure to do so will likely lead to the possible rejection
of your writ, delays, and unnecessary added costs to your client.

____ Petitioner and/or attorney have reviewed case and or circumstances with a detective in
the KCSO Child Find Unit.
____ Petitioner should be able to document a pre-existing legal right to custody of the child,
paramount to the right of the other parent (i.e.-via custody order, shelter care order, etc.).
____ Petition, affidavit and supporting documentation should demonstrate that the
circumstances constitute an EMERGENCY that justifies the issuance of an extraordinary
order in lieu of normal remedies. Petition should satisfy RCW 7.36.030/190 and the Uniform
Child Custody Jurisdiction Enforcement Act (UCCJEA).
____ The Writ Statute does not authorize a direct transfer of custody. The Sheriff is directed
to produce the child before the court for a Return Hearing. The respondent party is notified
and given the opportunity to appear. The Sheriff will release the child as directed by the
court at the conclusion of the Return Hearing.
____ Ensure the Writ, the Warrant in Aid of Writ, and the Order to Issue language conforms to
the approved format provided.
____ Procedural instructions supplied by KCSO have been reviewed. Eleven page Missing
Child Questionnaire has been completed (by petitioner) and signed by both the petitioner
and attorney.
____ In the event the child is located outside Washington State, it should be understood that our
state’s writ is not directly enforceable in another state. Also, the petitioning parent should
be (financially) prepared to travel to the other state/country and transport the child back
to King County for a Return Hearing.
____ The Order to Issue the Writ & Warrant must be signed by the Unified Family Court Judge
(RJC). The Order is then filed with the Court Clerk and Filing Fees paid by the petitioner.
Certified Copies of the Order to Issue are to be delivered to the Sheriff’s Office – Child
Find Unit.
____ Superior Court Clerk will issue the prepared Writ of Habeas Corpus and the Warrant in Aid
of Writ. The ORIGINALS of these two documents will then be delivered to the Sheriff’s
Office – Child Find Unit.
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Petitioning for a Writ of Habeas Corpus
King County Sheriffs Office - State of Washington
The policies and procedures developed by the King County Sheriffs Office have been carefully
developed through years of utilizing the writ process in the recovery of children. Our primary
focus is to protect the child and offer a professional service to the community. Your careful
review of the following information will help to insure a positive outcome.
__________________________________________________
Section One: Lawful Use & Justification of this Emergency Order.
Section Two: Coordinating with the King County Sheriffs Office.
Section Three: Writ and Supporting Documentation - Filing & Distribution.
__________________________________________________

SECTION ONE: LAWFUL USE & JUSTIFICATION OF THIS
EMERGENCY ORDER.
A. Appellate Court Finding. “Person bringing an action in habeas corpus to obtain custody of
child must affirmatively show a pre-existing legal right to custody, and where one parent
seeks custody of minor child from the other parent by writ of habeas corpus, writ-seeking
parent must make a prima facie showing of legal right to custody of the child, paramount to
the right of the other parent.” [West’s RCWA 7.36.020 ; Court of AppealsWashington Nov. 14, 1997]
B. Removal of Child Discouraged — Writ is considered a Last Resort. The Writ and Warrant
in Aid is an extraordinary measure designed to be used only when other measures* have been
attempted and subsequently failed to resolve an aggravated problem. Normal court process
provides established procedures for addressing problems regarding a parent’s legal rights
regarding the custody of a child. The Writ is not to be used as pretext for expediting a
modification (or other action) , bypass a hearing process, or to facilitate visitation.
* (i.e. - Warning letter, Dispute resolution process, Restraining Orders, Show Cause re
Contempt, Order to Shorten Time, Shelter Care Petition [abuse issues,, etc)
If parent is willfully defying an established order, a Contempt of Court Warrant may be
in order; but avoid “arresting” the child. State laws regarding children are designed to
summon the alleged offending party before the Court where appropriate measures can be
taken without disrupting the child. The welfare of the child mandates that petitioners take a
conservative approach that avoids having the police make an intrusive, and potentially
traumatic, removal of a child from a residence or school.
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C. Writ Statute Requires Petition and Affidavit to Support Removal. Pursuant to the writ
statute, a petition and affidavit should be filed to support the issuance of a Writ and Warrant
in Aid of Writ. It should address 1) who is restraining the child (specify names &
relationships), 2) the cause or pretense of the restraint, 3) if the restraint is alleged to be
illegal, in what the illegality exists, and 4) facts demonstrating that there is good reason to
believe that (a) the child will be removed from the jurisdiction of the court, and/or (b) that
the child will suffer some irreparable injury before a hearing can occur. (RCW 7.36.030 &
.190)
D. Due Process - No Direct Transfer of Custody. While the Writ is issued Ex Parte, the
statute does not provide any authorization for the police or any other entity to affect a direct
transfer of custody. It commands the police to take the child and forthwith bring him or her
before the court to be dealt with according to the law [RCW 7.36.190] . If the respondent is
not present when the child is taken into custody, the Sheriff will make every reasonable effort
to notify him or her. At the Return of Service Hearing the Court does, whenever possible,
provide for both the Petitioner and Respondent to be present. The issuance of a Writ does not
guarantee the Petitioner will prevail in having the child released to them at the Return
Hearing.

SECTION TWO: Coordinating with the King County Sheriff’s Office.
A.

Considerable time and expense can be saved by making preliminary contact with the King
County Sheriff’s Child Find Unit once an application for a writ is being considered.
Procedural flaws can result in the Sheriff’s Office declining to accept the writ for service.
The detectives are aware of the criteria needed to successfully petition for a writ. A consultation
might reveal significant issues that need to be considered before presentation to the court.
Having the Child Information Questionnaire (11 pages) and other filing papers available
on or before this preliminary consult would be very beneficial.

B.

While the Civil Unit is located in Seattle (at KCCH), the Child Find Unit is part of the
Criminal Investigation Division located in the KC Administration Building; their functions are
coordinated, but separate.
When you have obtained a Writ of Habeas Corpus at the Regional Justice Center and have filed
the order with their Clerk, the documentation to be delivered to the Sheriff’s Office must be delivered
to the Child Find Unit at the King County Admin Building, Suite 200. The Child Find Unit detective
can route the necessary paperwork to the Civil Unit and retain what they will need.

Civil Unit - King Co. Courthouse (KCCH) 516 3 Ave. Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 296-3800;

Fax line: (206) 296-0918

Child Find Unit – King Co. Admin Bldg 500 Fourth Ave, Ste 200 Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 263-2117;

Fax Lines: (206) 296-2979
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C.

KCSO Child Find Unit & Procedures. The Child Find Unit is part of the Special Assault Unit of the
Criminal Investigation Division. The assigned detective specializes in both local and international
parental abductions. The unit was a principal author of a U.S. Dept. of Justice publication that is
used as a benchmark for law enforcement in dealing with missing & exploited children. The unit has
a recovery rate of 90% or better. Each writ is handled as an investigation with the protection of the
child as its foremost goal.
Placement into a receiving home is the exception, not the rule. Although there is
language in the writ documents that provides for placement of a child when the court cannot hear
the matter, its’ inclusion is precautionary and is rarely used. The detective will coordinate with
the petitioner, in or out of state, to avoid the need for placement.
The Child Find Unit will need the following:
1.

Court Documents. Specified writ documents along with supporting
Documentation (i.e.- petition, custody documents, declarations, etc.; certified copies of
these supporting documents are not necessary for KCSO purposes). Refer to Section
dealing with “Filing Court Documents” for more detailed instructions.

2.

PHOTOGRAPHS. A variety of photographs (i.e.- different profiles, smiling, serious,
different hair styles, etc.) of the child and the absconding parent-relative is extremely
important. Also, photographs of other relatives or friends who may directly or indirectly
assist the parent; photographs of siblings that may be with the child. A photograph of the
petitioner would also prove helpful.

3.

Child Information Questionnaire. This (11 page) questionnaire provides
information that is crucial to the investigation and will be completed primarily by the
petitioner. The attorney and the petitioner must sign the “Affidavit & Agreement to
Conditions” (this is not the affidavit that is part of the filing documents) located on the last
page. In short, the affidavit seeks acknowledgment of the following:
 Information provided is true & correct to the best of petitioner/attorney’s knowledge.
 Petitioner and/or attorney willing to appear for interviews/hearings as needed.
 Child Find Unit will be immediately notified if child is located; Return Hearing still
required.
 Writ documents not to be served/presented by anyone other than KCSO Child Find
detective.
 Intervention not authorized by KCSO Child Find can lead to civil and/or criminal
charges.

KCSO Child Find Unit – Petitioning for a Writ
Page 5 of 7

SECTION THREE: Writ and Supporting Documentation
Filing & Distribution
If the writ is directed to the Sheriff (as opposed to a writ directed to the parent) and calls for the Sheriff’s
Office to take custody of the child, a Warrant in Aid of Writ will be required by the Sheriff’s Office. Again,
the language in the order, the writ itself, and the warrant in aid should conform to the approved
language (in effect since 1989). It is strongly recommended that the approved language for the above
three forms be utilized. Any deviations from the format will be reviewed by the King County Prosecutor’s
Office Civil Division. Such review may delay your case and hamper our ability to help you.
This is an Ex Parte action presented to the Unified Family Court Judge (Kent-RJC); refer to local rule
82(e) for case filing designation. You should not alert the respondent or their counsel that you are
considering a writ process. The element of surprise has proven to be crucial to a safe, efficient resolution
to these cases. It may even be advisable to apply for the writ under a separate cause number so those
monitoring an ongoing action will not be alerted.

A.

Petition for Writ and Affidavit of Petitioner.
The Petition should satisfy elements of RCW 7.36.030, RCW 7.36.190 and the Uniform Child
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA).
Petitioner should be able to document a pre-existing, legal right to custody of the child
paramount to the right of the other parent (i.e.-via custody order, shelter care order, etc.).
Also, that the order that the petition is based on was issued by a court of competent jurisdiction;
that the order itself is a valid, legal order.
The petition, affidavit, and supporting documentation should demonstrate that the
circumstances constitute an EMERGENCY that justifies the issuance of an extraordinary
order in lieu of normal remedies.
Again, the writ process should not be used to bypass normal court process. Attempts to utilize
the writ to initiate an impromptu modification hearing, for instance, have resulted in sanctions
and censure of those involved.

B.

Custody Order on which Petition is based.
Again, this order should demonstrate a pre-existing, legal right to custody of the child
paramount to the right of the other parent (i.e.- via custody order, shelter care order, etc.).
This needs to be a valid, legal order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction.
It is recommended you have CERTIFIED copies available when you petition for the writ. Keep
in mind that if a certified copy is filed with the court clerk, you will likely want another one
available for the Return Hearing.
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C.

ORDER TO ISSUE Writ of Habeas Corpus and
Warrant in Aid of Writ of Habeas Corpus.

It is strongly recommended that the approved language for the order (in effect since 1989) be utilized.
Any deviations from the approved format will be reviewed by the King County Prosecutor’s Office Civil
Division. Such review may delay your case and hamper our ability to help you. A sample format is
available at the KCSO Civil Unit as well as other locations.
The order is signed by the Unified Family Court Judge (RJC), then filed with the Superior Court Clerk’s
Office and filing fees paid
At least two certified copies of this order will need to be delivered to the Sheriff’s Office; more if flight is a
factor and multiple counties/states may need to be involved.

D.

The WRIT of Habeas Corpus and WARRANT in Aid of Writ of Habeas Corpus.

It is strongly recommended that the approved language for the writ and the warrant (in effect since 1989)
be utilized. Any deviations from the approved format will be reviewed by the King County Prosecutor’s
Office Civil Division. Such review may delay your case and hamper our ability to help you. A sample
format is available at the KCSO Civil Unit as well as other locations.
These prepared documents are issued by the Court Clerk on receipt of the “Order to Issue…” and
collection of filing fees.
The ORIGINAL of each document is delivered to the Sheriff’s Office. The Sheriff’s Office, as the holder of
the original document, can certify copies for its own use as necessary.

E.

Order on Return of Service on Writ of Habeas Corpus.

At the conclusion of the Return Hearing an Order on Return of Service should be prepared for the judge’s
signature. The essential element, for the purposes of the Sheriff’s Office, is that there is a directive from
the judge to the Sheriff’s Office to release the child to a specific party. The signed order should be filed
with the Court Clerk’s Office.
Certified Copies. Check with the assigned detective to see if a certified copy will be needed for the
Sheriff’s purposes. It is highly recommended that certified copies be obtained for the petitioning parent.
If the child was placed into protective custody and the parent will be asking the Department of Social &
Health Services (DSHS—DCFS) to release the child to them, the Order on Return should direct DSHS—
DCFS to release the child to a specified party. They should be supplied with a certified copy of this
order.
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King County Courthouse
CIVIL UNIT
516 3rd Avenue
Seattle, Washington
98104
(206) 296-3800

King County Administration Building
Criminal Investigation Division
SAU / CHILD FIND UNIT
500 Fourth Ave, Suite 200
Seattle, Washington 98104
(206) 263-2117

Missing Child Information Questionnaire
Date:___________________

King County Superior Court Cause No._______________________

INFORMATION REGARDING VICTIM PARENT
Full name:________________________ _______________________ _____________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Maiden/Alias names: _______________ ____________ _______________________________________________
Home address____________________________________________ _____________________________________
How long at this address?________________________________________________________________________
Home phone: (.......)________________________

Message phone (

)___________________________

Business name/address:_________________________________________________________________ ________
Business phone: (.......):_______________________
Date of Birth: __________________ Age:_________

Business / work hours:_________________________
Sex:____ Height:____________ Weight:____________

Hair:______________________ Eyes:____________________ Race:__________________ Birthplace:___________
Occupation:________________________________ Soc. Sec. No: ________________________________________
Driver’s License No. : _________________________________________ State:____________________________
Relationship to child:________________________________ Relationship to abductor:______________________
Have you ever been arrested? ______ Document on reverse of this page: (Arrest charges, where, when, outcome)
Have any allegations been made against you, (re: crimes against children, abuse, abandonment, molestation, assault)?
Yes________ No________ If so, use reverse side to explain.
Alleged victim:_________________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever had a physical or mental condition that could affect your ability to care for children?
Yes _______ No________ If so, use reverse side to explain.
Your citizenship/ immigration status: ___________________________ ___________________________________

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
1
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INFORMATION REGARDING MISSING CHILD(REN)
** COMPLETE PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS CRITICAL FOR COMPUTER ENTRY**
Child #1
Child’s full name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Nickname/Alias names: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth:______________________
Sex:_______

Age:________

Race: _________

Height: __________ Weight:_ _________ Eyes:_ _________

Complexion:_______________________
Birthplace:____________________________

Hair color/styles (i.e.- ponytail):_ _______ ______________ Is their hair wavy_________ curly_________ straight___________
School name/address/ phone:___________ _______ _______ ________________________________________Grade: _______
Are the following available? Photos (variety of): Yes___ No___ Fingerprint card: Yes____ No____ Hair samples: Yes____No____

Dental info: Yes___ No___
Medical/Dental problems:___________________________________________________________
Disabilities: _____________________________ Soc. Sec. No __________Passport: ___________ Citizenship:_______________
Other identifiers: ________ _________________________________________________________________________________
(Marks, scars, braces, glasses, pierced ears, etc.)

Child #2
Child’s full name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Nickname/Alias names: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth:______________________
Sex:_______

Age:________

Race: _________

Height: __________ Weight:_ _________ Eyes:_ _________

Complexion:_______________________
Birthplace:____________________________

Hair color/styles (i.e.- ponytail):_ _______ ______________ Is their hair wavy_________ curly_________ straight___________
School name/address/ phone:___________ _______ _______ ________________________________________Grade: _______
Are the following available? Photos (variety of): Yes___ No___ Fingerprint card: Yes____ No____ Hair samples: Yes____No____

Dental info: Yes___ No___
Medical/Dental problems:___________________________________________________________
Disabilities: _____________________________ Soc. Sec. No __________Passport: ___________ Citizenship:_______________
Other identifiers: ________ _________________________________________________________________________________
(Marks, scars, braces, glasses, pierced ears, etc.)

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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Child #3
Child’s full name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Nickname/Alias names: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth:______________________
Sex:_______

Age:________

Race: _________

Height: __________ Weight:_ _________ Eyes:_ _________

Complexion:_______________________
Birthplace:____________________________

Hair color/styles (i.e.- ponytail):_ _______ ______________ Is their hair wavy_________ curly_________ straight___________
School name/address/ phone:_________________________________________________________________Grade: ________
Are the following available? Photos (variety of): Yes___ No___ Fingerprint card: Yes____ No____ Hair samples: Yes____No____

Dental info: Yes___ No___
Medical/Dental problems:___________________________________________________________
Disabilities: _____________________________ Soc. Sec. No __________Passport: ___________ Citizenship:_______________
Other identifiers: ________ _________________________________________________________________________________
(Marks, scars, braces, glasses, pierced ears, etc.)

Child #4
Child’s full name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Nickname/Alias names: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth:______________________
Sex:_______

Age:________

Race: _________

Height: __________ Weight:_ _________ Eyes:_ _________

Complexion:_______________________
Birthplace:____________________________

Hair color/styles (i.e.- ponytail):_ _______ ______________ Is their hair wavy_________ curly_________ straight___________
School name/address/ phone:__________ _______ _______ ________________________________________Grade: ________
Are the following available? Photos (variety of): Yes___ No___ Fingerprint card: Yes____ No____ Hair samples: Yes____No____

Dental info: Yes___ No___
Medical/Dental problems:___________________________________________________________
Disabilities: _____________________________ Soc. Sec. No __________Passport: ___________ Citizenship:_______________
Other identifiers: ________ _________________________________________________________________________________
(Marks, scars, braces, glasses, pierced ears, etc.)

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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Reporting Party & Children’s Family and/or close Friends. (i.e. - step-parent or reporting party’s partner,
grandparents, alternate contact persons, etc. List full names, dates of birth, addresses, phone numbers, and relationship of
family and friends.)

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

NOTE: MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE IF YOU NEED TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS.
IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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INFORMATION REGARDING SUSPECT (Abducting Parent)
Full name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle

Alias; maiden name; prior married name(s): ________ _______ _________________________________________

Date of Birth:___________________ Age:____________

Sex:______

Height: ______ Weight:_______

Eyes: ___________ Race: __________________________Birthplace:________________ _____________________

Hair color:___________________________ Hair style(s):__ ______ ________________________.,_____________

Is their hair straight?____________ ___________ wavy? __________

curly?____________ Other?__________

Other identifiers: _______________________________________________________________________________
(Marks, scars, tattoos, toupee, amputations, glasses, pierced ears, cte.)
Occupation/Employer:___________________________________________________________________________

Skills, Hobbies, Clubs, etc.:________________________________________________________________________

Driver’s License No.:_____________________________________________ State: __________________________

Soc. Sec. No.: _________--________--_______________

Other:________________________________________

Last known address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Other prior addresses :___________________________________________________________________________

Last known home and WORK telephone numbers:_____________________________________________________

Last known EMPLOYER:__________________________________________________________________________

Union No.: ________________ Address:_____________________________________________________________

Business license(s):______________________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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(Suspect Information - continued)
Benefits received:_______________________________________________________________________________
(Unemployment insurance, disability insurance, welfare, SSI, retirement, etc.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Education:_____________________________________________________________________________________
(Completed high school, attended college - names of schools)

Language(s) suspect speaks:____________________________________ Passport:___________________________
Nationality:_____________________________________________ Citizenship status:_______________________
Military:__________________________________________ ___________ Branch:__________________________
Status: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Have they ever been ARRESTED? Yes___ No___ Document relevant information on reverse side of this page:
(Arrest charges, where, when, outcome, etc.)
Checking Accounts:_______________ ______________________________________________________________
Number
Branch
Branch Address

Savings Accounts:_______________________________________________________________________________
Number
Branch
Branch Address
Other bank accounts:____________ _______________________________ ______________ __________________

Credit cards:____________________________________________ ___________________ ___________________
Number
Type
Bank

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Number
Type
Bank

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Number
Type
Bank
Property owned:________________________________________________________________________________

Where:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Licenses, certifications and/or other credentials: ______________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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(Suspect Information - continued)
Does suspect have a history of medical, mental or physical disabilities or conditions: Yes_______ No_______
Describe:______________________________________________________________________________________

Could it endanger child’s health or welfare?: _________________________________________________________
Does suspect take medications / drugs?: ______________ ______________________________________________
Doctor, therapist, and or counselor name, address, phone #:____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Medical records, dental records, X-rays, and/or fingerprint records available?:______________________________
Where?:______________________________________________________________________________________
Places suspect has always wanted to visit or live:_____________________________________________ ________
Does suspect pay child support?: Yes___ No ___ For whom/where:_______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Organizations suspect belongs to:,_________________ ________________________________________________

Suspect Vehicle license No.:__________________________________

State:_____________________________

Vehicle year:_______________ Make:________________ Model: ____________________________________

Style: _______________________ Vehicle color:,_ ____________________________
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN):________________________________________________________________
Registered owner:________________ _________ __________ Legal owner:________________________________
Other info: _______________________________ ______________________ ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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Abducting Parent’s Family or Associates. (List full names, dates of birth, addresses, phone numbers, and
relationship of suspect’s family and friends who might know suspect’s whereabouts.)

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Name:________________________________________________________________Age:______DOB: _________
Relationship:__________________________________ Phone No.:(

)______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

NOTE: MAKE COPIES OF THIS PAGE IF YOU NEED TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS.
IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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INFORMATION REGARDING ABDUCTION
Date / time of abduction:____________________ Reporting party:_______________________________________
(If other than victim parent; CPS, Police etc.)
Location of abduction: ______________ ____________ ________________________________________________
R/P’s address: _______________________________________________R/P’s Tel No: (

)________________

R/P’s relationship to children:_____________________________________________________________________
Police agency notified: Yes____ No ___ Agency:_______________________________________________________
Date / time of report:_____________________ Officer/Deputy/Det.:_____________________________________
Report No.:_________________________________________ Telephone No: (

)_______________________

Did anyone help the suspect take the child(ren): ______________________________________________________
Who: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Address & Phone No.:____________________________________________________________________________
Relationship:___________________________________________________________________________________
How did they help suspect take the children?: ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Date of your last contact with suspect:_______________ Describe: _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Date/time child(ren) last seen: ___________________________ Where: __________________________________

Describe circumstances of last contact with child(ren): _________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
How child(ren) were taken (car, plane, etc.)?:_________________________________________________________

What have you done to try to locate the suspect and children?:__________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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(INFORMATION REGARDING ABDUCTION continued)
What reasons/alibis do you think the suspect will give for his/her actions?: ________________________________

Where do you think he/she will go?:________________________________________________________________
Why?: ________ _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Have you received correspondence/telephone calls from the suspect since this abduction?:___________________
Describe: _________ ____________________________________________________________________________
Were there other child(ren) Ieft behind? Yes___ No ___

Will he/she attempt to abuct them? Yes ___No ____

Child’s name/dob: _____________________________ Child’s name/dob: _________________________________
Child’s name/dob: _____________________________ Child’s name/dob: _________________________________
Witness name/address ______________ ____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Witness name/address___________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Regarding PHOTOGRAPHS supplied:
1 We would like photographs of the victim, the abducting parent, or accomplices
(i.e.- family members that may assist/harbor the abducting parent or child).
2 It is important for us to have a VARIETY of photographs, especially of the victim and abducting parent. Snapshots,
school photos and portrait photos.
a. With and without mustaches and/or beards.
b. Showing hair in different styles worn by parent or child.
c. With and without glasses.

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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Any additional comments:________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Affidavit & Agreement to Conditions
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the information I have provided
on the Missing Child Information Questionnaire (and/or other statements provided to the King County Sheriff’s
Office) is true and correct; that I have not willfully or knowingly misrepresented or omitted any material facts or
information relative to this case. I am willing to appear at any interviews and/or all court hearings regarding this
case. I will immediately notify the Child Find Unit (directly, or via the KCSO communications center/296-3311) if the
child (or children) are located and/or returned. I also understand that, regardless of the nature of the
location/recovery, the King County Sheriff’s Office (and the petitioning parent) is required to appear in King County
Superior Court with the child (or children) for a Return of Service Hearing as soon as possible, once the child is
recovered.
Furthermore. I understand that the Order to Issue the Writ of Habeas Corpus is DIRECTED TO the King County
Sheriffs Office. As such, ONLY the assigned Child Find detective (or designated agent thereof; i.e. - other law
enforcement officer) is authorized to affect Service of the Writ. The Writ documents should not be presented or
otherwise represented to any other person or agency without the express knowledge and direction of the Child
Find detective assigned to affect service on the Writ. The King County Sheriffs Office is acting under a direct order
of the Presiding Judge and reserves the right to refer criminal or civil charges (under RCW chapters 9A.60, RCW
9A.72, RCW 9A.76, RCW 9A.84, and any other applicable law) against any person who, directly or indirectly,
interferes in the manner described above, or in any other way intervenes without authorization of the assigned
detective.

Dated:____________________________________ Place:______________________________________________

_________________________________________________
Applicant parent

_________________________________________________
Attorney for parent

IMPORTANT: Victim Parent & attorney must read and sign final page.
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Superior Court of Washington
County of King
In re the Custody of:

No.
Child(ren),

Writ of Habeas Corpus
Petitioner(s),
and

Respondent(s).

The State of Washington, To: The SHERIFF OF KING COUNTY and each and every other
peace officer in the State of Washington:
You are commanded to secure custody of the body(ies) of _____________________________
________________________ [child(ren)], wherever the child(ren) may be detained and bring
the child(ren) before the Unified Family Court Judge of the Superior Court of Washington in and
for the County of King at the Regional Justice Center of said court at Kent, Washington, to do
those thing which shall then and there be considered concerning the said child(ren)
_________________________________________________________ [child(ren)].
You are further ordered to break and enter any outer or inner door or other opening of any
building, vehicle, or other enclosure as necessary to secure the body of said child(ren) and
bring the child(ren) before the court.
In the event the matter cannot be immediately heard by King County Superior Court at the time
the child(ren) is/are place into law enforcement custody, the King County Sheriff or any other
peace officer in the State of Washington is hereby commanded to place the child(ren),
_________________________________________________________ [child(ren)] into the
care and custody of the Department of Social & Health Services (DSHS~DCFS) until the first
date the matter can be heard following the date of the recovery of the child(ren).
In the name of the State of Washington, pursuant to the above order, the Department of Social
& Health Services (DSHS~DCFS) is hereby commanded to take custody of said child(ren),
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_________________________________________________________ [child(ren)], and place
the child(ren) into protective custody until such time as this matter may be heard in the Superior
Court of Washington in and for the County of King. The child(ren) shall not be released to any
person other than the King County Sheriff or any other peace officer in the State of Washington
acting in accordance with this order; or, upon a Return of Service on this Writ of Habeas
Corpus, and further order issued from King County Superior Court authorizing the release of
said child(ren) to a person designated by this court.

Witnessed: _______________________________
Judge of the Superior Court of the State of
Washington, in and for the County of King, this
______ day of _____________________,
Attest: My hand and seal of said Superior Court the
date and year last written above.
Clerk:____________________________________
By _______________________________, Deputy
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Superior Court of Washington
County of King
In re the Custody of:

No.
Child(ren),
☐Petition (no existing King
Petitioner(s),
and

Respondent(s).

County Cause)
☐Motion (existing King County
Cause)
For Writ of Habeas Corpus
(PTWHC)

I. Motion or Petition
_______________________________________ [moving party], ☐ pro se ☐by and through
his or her attorney, _______________________________________ [attorney], applies for a
Writ of Habeas Corpus. This ☐ petition ☐motion is made on behalf of the following child(ren):
Name (first/last)

Age

Name (first/last)

Age

Name (first/last)

Age

Name (first/last)

Age

1.1

Identification of Petitioner(s)

The moving party is the ☐ Mother ☐Father ☐ Other:
_______________________________________ [describe relationship] of the minor child(ren).
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1.2

Identification of Respondent(s)

The non-moving party/Respondent is the ☐ Mother ☐Father ☐ Other:
_______________________________________ [describe relationship] of the minor child(ren).

1.3

Residential Parent or Custodian

Pursuant to a court order issued on ____________________ [date of court order] in
________________________________________________________ [name and county of
court], the moving party/petitioner was designated under the parenting plan or custody order as
the primary or sole residential parent or custodian of the child(ren). If this parenting
plan/custody order was not issued by King County Superior Court, a certified copy of this order
is attached to this petition.

1.4

Disposition of Child(ren)

The above-named child(ren) is/are presently restrained and detained by
_______________________________________ [non-moving party], the non-moving
party/Respondent, without authority to do so and in violation of the aforementioned court order.

The above-named child(ren) is/are believed to be at the following location and with the following
person(s): _________________________________________________________________.

The above-named child(ren) were last seen by the moving party/Petitioner on
___________________ [date] at ____________________________________________
[location].

1.5

Actions and Declaration of Petitioner(s)

The moving party/Petitioner has made the following efforts to obtain the return of the abovenamed child(ren): _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.
The moving party/Petitioner has no other plain, speedy, or adequate remedy at law.
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This ☐ petition

☐motion is based on the Declaration of Moving Party/Petitioner attached

hereto.

II. Relief Requested
The moving party/Petitioner requests that the Court issue a Writ of Habeas Corpus and
Warrant in Aid of Writ of Habeas Corpus, authorizing the King County Sheriff or other Law
Enforcement Agency to act, as deemed necessary, to secure custody of the child(ren).
The Writ of Habeas Corpus shall direct the King County Sheriff or other Law Enforcement
Officer to take the child(ren) into custody and bring them before this Court. At such time as the
child(ren) are brought before this Court, the nonmoving party/Respondent shall show cause, if
any exists, why the child(ren) should not be immediately delivered to the moving party/Petitioner
as of right.
The moving party/Petitioner additionally requests further relief as the Court deems proper.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing
is true and correct.
Signed at (city) _________________________, (state) __________ on (date) _____________.

Signature of Petitioner or Lawyer/WSBA No.

Print or Type Name

Signature of Petitioner

Print or Type Name

Petition/Motion for Writ of Habeas Corpus - Page 3 of 3

Superior Court of Washington
County of King
In re the Custody of:
Child(ren),
Petitioner(s),
and

No.
Declaration in Support of
Petition/Motion for Writ of
Habeas Corpus
(DCLR)

Respondent(s).
This declaration is made by __________________________________________, age ______,
who is _________________________________________________ [relationship to the parties
in this action, e.g., petitioner, respondent].
I Declare:
1. Circumstances by which the nonmoving party obtained the child(ren) (please provide a
detailed chronology of events leading up to the present. Explain how the child(ren) came to be
with the non-moving party. Include dates, times, locations, and any details regarding
agreements between parties).

Declaration in Support of Petition/Motion for Writ of Habeas Corpus - Page 1 of 3

2. Safety concerns (please provide an explanation of any potential safety concerns regarding
the child(ren).

3. Court action (please provide dates, locations and case/cause numbers for all court actions
involving the child(ren) and the parties).
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(Attach and Number Additional Pages if Necessary.)

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing
is true and correct.
Signed at _______________________, [City] _________ [State] on ________________ [Date].

Signature of Declarant

Print or Type Name
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Superior Court of Washington
County of King
In re the Custody of:

No.
Child(ren),

Petitioner(s),

Warrant in Aid of
Writ of Habeas Corpus

and

Respondent(s).

The State of Washington, To: The SHERIFF OF KING COUNTY and each and every other
peace officer in the State of Washington:
In the name of the State of Washington you are hereby authorized to break and enter any
residence, building, structure, or vehicle in which you have reason to believe the child(ren),
________________________________________________ [child(ren)], is/are located or where
information pertaining to the location of the child(ren) may be found, i.e., the residence of
_______________________________________________________________ [respondent] at
____________________________________________________________________________
[address] in order to secure the custody of said child pursuant to the expressed order of this
Court; and,
You are further ordered that in the event the said child(ren), __________________________
__________________________________________________________ [child(ren)], is/are not
produced, ______________________________________________________ [respondent(s)]
and any and all other persons who may stand in the way or obstruct your efforts to carry out the
order of this Court shall then and there be apprehended and brought before the Unified Family
Court Judge of the Superior Court of Washington in and for the County of King at the Regional
Justice Center of said court at Kent, Washington, for questioning.
In the event that the King County Superior Court is not in session at the time of apprehension,
you are commanded to hold ________________________________________ [respondent(s)]

Warrant in Aid of Writ of Habeas Corpus - Page 1 of 2

or any other person standing in the way of producing the wanted child in the King County
Correctional Facility until the first date court is in session following the date of apprehension.
In the event that the matter cannot be immediately heard by King County Superior Court at the
time the child(ren) is/are placed into law enforcement custody, the King County Sheriff or any
other peace officer in the State of Washington is hereby commanded to place the said
child(ren), _________________________________________________ [child(ren)], into the
care and custody of the Department of Social & Health Services (DSHS~DCFS) until the first
date court is in session following the date of recovery of the child(ren).
In the name of the State of Washington, pursuant to the above order, Department of Social &
Health Services (DSHS~DCFS) is hereby commanded to take custody of said child(ren),
_________________________________________________ [child(ren)], and place the
child(ren) into protective custody until such time as this matter may be heard in the Superior
Court of Washington in and for the County of King. The child(ren) shall not be released to any
person other than the King County Sheriff or any other peace officer in the State of Washington
acting in accordance with this order; or, upon a Return of Service on this Writ of Habeas
Corpus, and further order issued from the King County Superior Court authorizing the release
of said child(ren) to a person designated by this court.

Witnessed: _______________________________
Judge of the Superior Court of the State of
Washington, in and for the County of King, this
______ day of _____________________,
Attest: My hand and seal of said Superior Court the
date and year last written above.
Clerk:____________________________________
By _______________________________, Deputy
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Superior Court of Washington
County of King
In re the Custody of:

No.
Child(ren),

Petitioner(s),
and

Order to Issue Writ of Habeas
Corpus and Warrant in Aid of
Writ of Habeas Corpus

Respondent(s).

I. Basis
A ☐ petition ☐motion for a Writ of Habeas Corpus has been presented by
_______________________________________ [moving party], ☐ pro se ☐by and through
his or her attorney, _______________________________________ [attorney].

II. Findings
The Court has reviewed the records, files, affidavits, and heard argument, and deems itself fully
advised.

III. Order
It is Ordered:
That a Writ of Habeas Corpus, and Warrant in Aid of, is issued directing the Sheriff of King
County, Washington, or any other peace officer of the State of Washington to locate and take
__________________________________________ [child(ren)] into immediate custody and to
deliver said child(ren) as soon as reasonably possible to the Unified Family Court Judge of the
Superior Court of Washington in and for the County of King at the Regional Justice Center of
said court at Kent, Washington; and
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That said peace officers may break and enter any residence, building, structure, or vehicle in
which they have reason to believe the person is located or where information pertaining to the
location of the person may be found; and
That said officers may arrest any individual who stands in the way or obstructs their rightful
attempts to obtain the immediate custody of said child(ren)
__________________________________________ [child(ren)]; and
That in the event the matter cannot be immediately heard by King County Superior Court, said
child(ren) is/are placed into custody, said officers shall place the said child(ren),
___________________________ [child(ren)] into the care and custody of Department of Social
and Health Services (DSHS~DCFS) until the first date the matter can be heard following the
date of the recovery of the child(ren); and
That the Department of Social & Health Services (DSHS~DCFS) shall place said child(ren),
______________________________[child(ren)] into Protective Custody upon the request of
the said peace officers until such time as this matter may be heard in the Superior Court of
Washington for King County. Further, the child(ren) shall not be released to any person other
than the King County Sheriff or any other peace officer in the State of Washington acting in
accordance with this order; or, upon a Return of Service on this Writ of Habeas Corpus, and
further order issued from the King County Superior Court authorizing the release of said
child(ren) to a person designated by this Court.

Dated:

Judge
Presented by:
Signature of Requesting Party or Lawyer/WSBA No.

Print Name

Date

Order to Issue Writ of Habeas Corpus - Page 2 of 2

Superior Court of Washington
County of King
In re the Custody of:

NO.
Minor Child(ren),

Petitioner,

ORDER RELEASING CHILD(REN) UPON
RETURN ON WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS

and

Respondent.
This matter having come before the Court on the petitioner’s/moving party’s petition/motion for
issuance of Writ of Habeas Corpus, petitioner/moving party appearing
pro se
by and
through counsel of record, _____________________________, the minor child having been
taken into custody on ______________(date) by _________________________________
___________________________ (name of peace officer and agency), the Court having
reviewed the record and file herein and being fully advised in the premises, it is hereby
ORDERED that the minor child(ren) above named shall be placed in the care of
DCFS,
Petitioner/moving party, who shall comply with all provisions of this order, and the child(ren)
shall reside
in DCFS relative care,
with the petitioner/ moving party, until further order of
the court.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that DCFS has the authority to return the child(ren) to the State of
___________________________ upon order of the Superior Court of Washington in and for the
County of King, Juvenile Division.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that ______________________________(respondents) shall turn
over all of the child(ren)’s clothing and effects to
DCFS at ___________________(address)
Petitioner/moving party at __________________________(address) by __________(date).
Dated and signed this ___________ day of _____________________, 20___.

Judge
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Presented by:________________________
A copy of this order shall be promptly provided to the respondents by mail at the last known
address.
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