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Webinar Tips
●

●

●

If you joined with a headset or through your computer
speakers, please be sure your device volume settings
are properly adjusted.
If your headset is not working, please try unplugging
and replugging in your device.
This webinar is being interpreted into
Spanish (on a separate audio channel)
and also ASL.

Webinar Tips
Question? Type it in the Q & A function and we will relay it to the
speaker(s). Following the presentation from speakers, we will hold a Q &
A session.
If you are having technical problems, please use the Q & A function for
help and our team will assist you.
Today’s webinar is being recorded. The recording
will be sent in an email following the webinar.

The video recording and the presentation materials
will be also available to download on
www.WashingtonLawHelp.org.
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Find free information and court forms
at: washingtonlawhelp.org

Northwest Justice Project

NJP provides FREE
civil legal aid to eligible people with low incomes
Examples of civil (non-criminal) legal Issues
Family safety and security
parenting plans, protection orders

Housing stability
foreclosure prevention, eviction defense

Protection of income
Social Security Disability, TANF, etc.

Access to medical care or benefits

Money and Debt issues
protection from debt collection abuse, fraud

Employment issues
lost wages, discrimination, workplace safety

Education rights
special education, discrimination

Other basic needs and protections
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NJP also has specialized
units and projects
serving:
•

Veterans

•

Native Americans

•

Victims of crime

•

Survivors of domestic
violence

•

People over 60 years
old

•

Western State Hospital
patients

General information only

Not specific advice for any particular case
Not a substitute for talking to an attorney about
your unique situation

No attorney – client relationship created
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Find free information and court forms at:
washingtonlawhelp.org

Debt Collection, Garnishment & Exemptions
The debt collection process
What is garnishment?
What types of income and assets are exempt from garnishment?
“Consumer Debt”
Wage garnishment
“My bank account was frozen!”
Exemption Claims
An Exemption Claim can get your money back
How to fill out an Exemption Claim form
What to expect if the creditor objects and schedules a court hearing
Questions from audience
Where to get legal help
Northwest Justice Project
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Find free information and court forms at:
washingtonlawhelp.org

The Debt Collection Process
If a creditor (someone you owe money to) wants to be repaid,
they must file a lawsuit and prove to a judge that you owe the money.
For example, you signed a contract to pay money or
you used a credit card and didn’t pay the money back.
If the creditor can prove you owe the debt,
the court will enter a judgment, which is an order to pay money.
The judgment lasts for 10 years and can be extended for another 10 years.
Money and personal property may be
garnished to satisfy a court judgment.
That means that the creditor has the legal authority
to take your property to pay itself back.

What is Garnishment?
funds are “exempt.”
Garnishment is one way a creditor can collect money it is owed after it has
obtained a judgment in court against a debtor.
A creditor can garnish a debtor’s wages if it knows where the debtor works.
Even if a creditor sends an employer a court order to garnish the debtor’s
wages, a certain amount of wages are automatically protected from
garnishment.
Today we are going to explain how to protect your money
from being garnished from your bank account.

Washington LawHelp publication:
Money that Cannot be Taken to Pay Off a Debt

Exemptions from Garnishment
• SSI

• TANF benefits

• Social Security Disability,
•
Retirement and Survivor benefits
•
• Veterans benefits
•
• CARES Act stimulus payments
•
• Unemployment compensation
benefits

ABD benefits

Child Support you receive
Federal Student loan proceeds
Retirement
pensions

Exemptions from Garnishment

Home
The equity in your home is exempt up to $125,000
Equity is the amount you would keep after selling your
home and paying off the mortgage and other liens.

Exemptions from Garnishment
Money in Bank Account
$2,500 is exempt if your only judgment is for
private student loan debt
$2,000 is exempt if the judgment you are being garnished for is
consumer debt

$500 in your bank account is exempt for all
other debts (and $1,000 additional cash,
for a total exemption of $1,500)

Consumer Debt
Most garnishments of wages and bank accounts will be for
judgments for consumer debt.

This includes debts from credit cards,
doctor and hospital bills,
utility bills, phone bills,
personal loans from a bank or credit union,
debts owed to a landlord or former landlord,
or any other debt for personal,
family or household purposes.

Wage Garnishment

Employer will answer the writ of garnishment.
The debtor doesn’t need to respond.

“My bank account was frozen!”
I received some legal papers in the mail,
including a Writ of Garnishment.

I didn’t get anything in the mail about garnishment.
I don’t understand why there is no money in my bank
account.
I don’t know what this is about.
I don’t remember getting sued.

Exemption Claims
Even though the money in your bank account may be exempt,
you must file a claim with the court to get it back.
Your bank may charge you a substantial fee to process the garnishment,
even if your money is exempt.
Exception: SSI, Social Security and Veterans benefits
that have been direct-deposited are automatically exempt from garnishment.
That means the bank cannot freeze these funds for
garnishment. If this is your only source of income, you do not
need to file an exemption claim.

Do not deposit any other money in the account besides these
benefits. Do not deposit federal benefits in a bank you owe
money to.

An Exemption Claim can get your money back
The Notice of Garnishment and your Rights
explains the garnishment process and
your right to file an exemption claim
You must file an exemption claim form
if you believe your money is protected.
If you file an exemption claim, the creditor should
restore the money to your account within 10 days of receiving your claim.

The creditor may object to the exemption and
set a hearing within 7 days of receiving your claim.

How to fill out an Exemption Claim Form
If you believe money in your bank account is exempt from garnishment,
you must file a written claim with the court immediately.
If you didn’t get a copy of the writ of garnishment,
file your claim as soon as you find out about the garnishment.

Washington LawHelp Publication:
How to Claim Personal Property Exemptions

How to fill out an Exemption Claim Form
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Caption
Fill in relevant boxes
No money other than from above payments are in the account.
Moneys in addition to the above payments have been deposited in the account.
Personal property: If you have a safe deposit box, list personal property (other than money) that is
exempt.
6. Sign and date
7. Make two copies of the exemption claim.
8. File your exemption claim with the clerk of the court.
Have your copy date-stamped by clerk.
9. Mail copy to Plaintiff’s Attorney (the person who signed the
writ of garnishment). Keep proof of mailing.
10. Keep your copy and all other documents relating to the garnishment.

What to expect if the creditor objects
and schedules a court hearing
You should go to the hearing with
documentary evidence
proving the source of income you claim is exempt,
usually bank statements or award letters
that clearly show where your
deposits came from.

Northwest Justice Project

Northwest Justice Project provides FREE
civil legal aid to eligible people with low incomes
Call us
• Outside King County, call the CLEAR Hotline: 1-888-201-1014 weekdays 9:15 am - 12:15 pm
• In King County call (206) 464-1519

• Seniors (age 60 and over) can also call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111 (statewide)
• Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819
• Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call CLEAR

or 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) using the relay service of their choice)

Apply Online

www.nwjustice.org/get-legal-help

Find free information and court forms
at: washingtonlawhelp.org
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Questions?
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Thank you!
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