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2022 Changes to 
Washington State’s laws 
affecting tenants  

❖ Please read this only if you live in Washington State. 

❖ You can find all the fact sheets we link to here at WashingtonLawHelp.org. 

New laws affecting tenants in Washington State in 2022 

Washington has changed its landlord-tenant laws in two big ways: 

1. Landlords can no longer require tenants to pay rent electronically (through a 

website or a mobile device app) and must now accept checks or money 

orders. 

2. Landlords may now offer new tenants the option to pay a monthly fee along 

with their rent instead of paying a security deposit. 

Keep reading to learn more details and exceptions to these two new laws. 

Part 1. Changes to how you pay rent 

Landlords cannot require tenants to pay electronically 

Starting June 2022, a landlord must allow you to pay rent by personal check unless 

one of your rent checks bounced in the last 9 months. Landlords must also accept 

rent paid by cashier’s check or money order. 

Landlords cannot require you to make rent payments by electronic means only. 

Example: Using an app on a mobile device or a website.  

You can read this law at RCW 59.18.063. 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=59.18.063
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Can the landlord require me to pay at a certain location?  

Landlords may provide an accessible location on the property to pay rent (like a 

dropbox) and may require you to pay rent at that location as a term of a rental 

agreement.  

If they do not provide an accessible, on-site location to pay rent, then your landlord 

must accept rent paid by mail. 

Can my landlord refuse a cash payment for rent? 

Landlords may refuse to accept cash for rent. 

However, if they accept cash for rent, they must give you a written receipt. 

Do landlords have to give a receipt for rent payments?  

If you request a receipt for a rent payment, your landlord must give you a receipt, no 

matter the form of payment: cash, check, money order, or electronic payment.  

Part 2. New monthly fee option 

Landlords may offer tenants the option to pay a monthly fee 

instead of a security deposit 

Starting June 2022, a landlord may give you the option to not pay a security deposit, 

but instead pay a monthly fee on top of the rent. It is called a “monthly deposit 

waiver fee.” 

You can read the new law at RCW 59.18.670. 

Can my landlord require me to pay a monthly deposit waiver 

fee? 

No. 

Your landlord must make it clear that this is optional and must give you the choice 

to pay a deposit instead of a monthly fee. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=59.18.670


 

6317EN | August 2022 

 

 
p. 3 

 

How is this monthly fee different than a security deposit?  

The money paid in fees is different from a deposit because it will not be returned 

to you after you move out, even they do not damage the rental unit. 

Whether you choose to pay a deposit or a monthly waiver fee, your landlord cannot 

use your decision against you and deny your application for that reason. 

Landlords who offer the option to pay a fee instead of a security deposit must offer it 

to all applicants and not just certain tenants. 

Example: They can’t offer to only certain tenants based on their income or credit 

score. 

If I choose to pay the monthly fee, can I get the money back?  

No.  

If you decide to stop paying the monthly waiver fee, you must pay the full amount of 

the security deposit instead. 

You will not get back the waiver fees you have already paid.  

❖ Read more about this: Getting Your Security Deposit Back 

What if I miss a monthly deposit waiver fee payment?  

A “monthly deposit waiver fee” is not considered “rent,” but is a payment on top of 

rent. 

As long as you are current in rent, you cannot be evicted just for failing to pay the 

waiver fee. However, your landlord may use other legal ways to try to collect the 

unpaid fees. 

Example: They may sue you in small claims court or pass the debt to a collection 

agency. 

Also, if your landlord serves you with a 10-Day Notice to Comply or Vacate, you 

should try to get legal help (see below) and read more about this: My Landlord Just 

Gave Me a 10-Day Notice to Comply or Vacate. 

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/can-i-get-my-security-deposit-back?ref=BMQ0A#i3929C6E1-C0F4-C817-1A54-E97D3220740A
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/my-landlord-just-gave-me-a-10-day-notice-to-comply-or-vacate
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/my-landlord-just-gave-me-a-10-day-notice-to-comply-or-vacate
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Can my landlord choose to end the monthly fee option?  

Your landlord may decide to end the monthly fee option at the end of a lease term 

and then require a security deposit. However, the landlord must give you 60 days 

written notice before ending the fee option. 

Also, the amount of money that you have paid in monthly fees counts towards the 

amount owed for the security deposit.  

Example: If you’ve paid $1200 in monthly fees, and the new deposit amount is 

$1500, you should get credit for $1200 and only have to pay $300 for the deposit. 

Get Legal Help 

• Apply online with CLEAR*Online -nwjustice.org/apply-online  

• Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? 

Call 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They 

will refer you to a legal aid provider. 

• Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or 

Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays between 

9:15 am - 12:15 pm or apply online at nwjustice.org/apply-online.  

• Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387. 

• Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819. 

• Seniors (age 60 and over) with a legal issue outside of King County can also 

call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111. 

• Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call any of these 

numbers using the relay service of your choice. 

CLEAR and 2-1-1 will provide interpreters. 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities. It is not 
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 

(Permission for copying and distribution is granted to the Alliance for Equal Justice and to 

individuals for non-commercial purposes only.) 
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