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File a Minor 
Guardianship Petition 

 Use this only to file for guardianship of a child under age 18 who is living in 

Washington State. 

 If you need short-term or emergency orders getting a guardian for the child 

right away, use this packet plus our Ask for an Emergency Minor 

Guardianship Order packet.  

How much does it cost to file?  

If you are asking to be the child’s guardian, and you are related to the child, you do 

not have to pay a filing fee.  

Otherwise, you should talk to a lawyer.  

I still have questions after reading this.  

This area of the law is new and still developing. Try to talk with a lawyer who knows 

family law before filing anything with the court.  

Contact information can be found below. 

What forms are in this packet? 

1. GDN M 001: “Summons” 

2. GDN M 101: “Notice of Hearing about a Minor Guardianship Petition” 

3. GDN M 102: “Minor Guardianship Petition” 

4. GDN M 103: “Declaration Explaining Reasons for Minor Guardianship” 

5. GDN ALL 007: “Declaration of Service” 

6. GDN M 407: “Criminal History Cover Sheet” 

7. GDN M 404: “Motion for DCYF Order” 

8. GDN M 405: “Order to DCYF to Release CPS Information” 

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/emergency-minor-guardianship-order
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/emergency-minor-guardianship-order
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Checklist of steps 

 

Check your forms carefully. Make sure they are accurate.  

Follow these steps in order and use this checklist throughout your case. Make sure 

you are doing what you should at the right times.  

□ STEP 1. Figure out who you need to have served and how you need to 

have them served. The worksheet attachment to the Notice of Hearing will 

help you figure this out. The parents, the child if at least age 12, and anyone 

else who has custody of the child will need hand delivery (personal service). 

You can mail, fax, or email others.  

□ STEP 2. Make a copy of every form you filled out for everyone you need to 

have served. Organize your copies into sets. Each person you need to have 

served should get a copy of the Notice of Hearing and Attachment, Petition, 

Summons, and Declaration Explaining Reasons for Minor Guardianship. Make 

a set of copies for yourself, too.  

□ STEP 3. Bring your originals and copies to the county Superior Court 

Clerk’s Office. Tell the clerk you want to file a new case. If you are the child’s 

relative, you may have to show the clerk Section 2 of your petition to prove 

that you don’t have to pay the filing fee.  

□ STEP 4. Ask the clerk to stamp your copies to show the date you filed the 

originals. The clerk will give you a case number. Ask the clerk to stamp the 

case number on your copies or put that number on each of your copies 

yourself. Take the stamped copies back from the clerk. The clerk keeps the 

originals. 

□ STEP 5. Have the papers served on the parents, the child if at least age 12, 

and any others listed in Step 1 as needed. 

 If you do not have people served properly, a court could set aside (cancel) 

your guardianship order later. 

 You and your server must complete a Declaration of Service Form (GDN ALL 

007) for each person you are having served, by hand delivery and otherwise. 

You will start each form. Your server completes it after serving the papers.  
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 If you need to serve the child because they are at least 12 years old, have a 

known and trusted adult hand deliver the papers to them.  

 For everyone else who needs hand delivery service: Consider hiring a 

professional process server, if you can afford it, to serve the papers. If you 

cannot afford this, ask a responsible adult friend to do it.  

For everyone requiring hand delivery, your server should hand the papers 

directly to the person they are intended for, if possible. Your server may 

hand the papers to the person at home, work, or anywhere else the server 

finds them. 

If the person requiring hand delivery is not home, your server may give 

the papers to any competent adult at the person’s home who also lives there. 

Your server should ask that person for their name, age, and if they live there. 

They should also ask that person if the person they are looking to serve lives 

there. The server cannot leave the papers with someone who is just visiting. 

□ STEP 6. Have your server finish the Declaration of Service for each person 

they served. Make copies of the completed Declarations of Service. File them 

with the court.  

 These instructions cover only filing (starting) a minor guardianship case. This 

law and practice are new and still developing. Check back at 

WashingtonLawHelp.org for updates and talk to a lawyer for help finalizing 

your case.  
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Get Legal Help 

 Apply online with CLEAR*Online -nwjustice.org/apply-online  

 Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? 

Call 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They 

will refer you to a legal aid provider. 

 Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or 

Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays between 

9:15 am - 12:15 pm or apply online at nwjustice.org/apply-online.  

 Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387. 

 Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819. 

 Seniors (age 60 and over) with a legal issue outside of King County can also 

call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111. 

Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call any of these numbers 

using the relay service of your choice. 

Interpreters provided. 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities. It is not 
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 

(Permission for copying and distribution is granted to the Alliance for Equal Justice and to 
individuals for non-commercial purposes only.) 

https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
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Superior Court of Washington, County of    

In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No.   
Summons 
(SM)  

Summons 
To:  The parents, child, and person with court-ordered custody: 

1. The Petitioner has started a case asking for guardianship of the above-named children 
under RCW 11.130.185.  If the Minor Guardianship Petition is approved, the rights of the 
parents or legal custodians could be substantially restricted.  

2. You must respond to this summons and petition by serving a copy of your written 
response on the person signing this summons, any other party, and by filing the original 
response with the clerk of the court.   
If you do not serve your written response within 20 days after the date this summons 
was served on you (or 60 days if you are served outside of the state of Washington), 
exclusive of the day of service, the court may enter an order of default against you and 
the court may, without further notice to you, enter an order and approve or provide for 
the relief requested in the petition.  
If the petition has not been filed, you may demand that the petitioner file this lawsuit with 
the court.  If you do so, the demand must be in writing and must be served upon the 
person signing this summons.  Within 14 days after you serve the demand, the petitioner 
must file this lawsuit with the court, or the service on you of this summons and petition 
will be void.  

3. If you wish to seek the advice of a lawyer in this matter, you should do so promptly so 
that your written response, if any, may be served on time.  

4. This summons is issued pursuant to rule 4 of the Superior Court Civil Rules of the State 
of Washington. 

Important! Read the Notice of Hearing for information about your rights 
and how to respond. 
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Dated:     
 Signature of Petitioner or Lawyer/WSBA No. 
 

   
 Print or Type Name 
 

File original of your response with Serve a copy of your response on: 
the clerk of the court at: 
  [  ] Petitioner  

(You may list an address that is not your residential 
address where you agree to accept legal documents.) 

 [  ] Petitioner’s Lawyer 

    
Name of Court Name 

    
Address Address 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of   

In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No.   
Notice of Hearing about Minor Guardianship 
Petition  
(NTHG) 
Clerk’s action required:  1 
[  ] Interpreter required in: ________________ 
(language) 

Notice of Hearing about Minor Guardianship Petition 
To: The parents, child, guardian, person with court-ordered 

custody, court clerk, and all people who must get notice: 

1. Petitioner has scheduled a court hearing:  
for:    at:   [  ] a.m.   [  ] p.m. 

date  time 

at:    
court’s address 

in:    
room or department 

with:    
judge / commissioner’s name or docket / calendar 

Warning!  If you do not go to the court hearing above, the court 
may sign orders without hearing your side.  

This hearing is because the Petitioner/s    
(name of person/s starting this case) 
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is asking the court to appoint    
(name of proposed guardian) 

guardian of the children listed above. 
2. The court may appoint a guardian if it finds that it is in the 

child’s best interest and at least one of these is true: 
 The child's parents all consent after being fully informed 

of the nature and consequences of guardianship; or 
 All parental rights have been terminated; or 
 There is clear and convincing evidence that none of the 

child's parents is willing or able to exercise parenting 
functions as defined in RCW 26.09.004. 

If appointed, the guardian will have the duties and 
responsibilities of a parent regarding the child’s support, care, 
education, health, safety, and welfare unless limited by the 
court.  The guardian can manage the child’s personal property 
and funds (as a fiduciary) unless limited by the court.  
Anyone listed on the Notice Attachment has the right to object 
to the appointment of a guardian and to ask the court to 
appoint a lawyer for the child.  

3. To the parents: 
The guardian may ask the court to restrict your contact with 
the child and limit your ability to make decisions regarding the 
child. 
You have the right to participate in this case.  Some of your 
important rights are to: 
 Object to the appointment of a guardian. 
 Ask the court to appoint a lawyer for you and for the 

child.  The Court must appoint a lawyer for you if you 
object and are indigent (cannot afford your own lawyer), 
and in some other situations.  (Use Motion to Appoint 
Lawyer form GDN ALL 021.) 
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 Hire your own lawyer.  
 Ask for visitation and keep the right to make some 

decisions for the child. 
4. To the child: 

You have the right to participate in this case.  Some of your 
important rights are to: 
 Ask for a lawyer.  The court will decide whether to 

appoint one for you.  (Use Motion to Appoint Lawyer 
form GDN ALL 021.) 

 Attend and participate in the hearing unless limited by 
the court.  

 Communicate with the court.  
The reasons for this guardianship are in a separate form.  The 
court (check one)  [  ] is   [  ] is not allowing you to see this 
form.  You can ask the court, court visitor, or your lawyer to 
see the Reasons for Minor Guardianship.  

5. How to respond 
Step 1: Fill out one of the forms below. 

If you disagree, use:  
 Objection to Minor Guardianship  

(form GDN M 301).  
If you agree, use:   
 Parent’s Consent to Minor Guardianship  

(form GDN M 304), or 
 Declaration of (name) ____________________ 

(for non-parents) (form FL All Family 135)  
You can get the forms at: 

 The Washington State Courts’ website: 
www.courts.wa.gov/forms 
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 Washington Law Help: 
www.washingtonlawhelp.org, or 

 The Superior Court Clerk’s office or county law 
library (for a fee). 

Step 2:  Serve (give) a copy of your form to the Petitioner and 
the people listed in Section 1 of the Notice 
Attachment.  You may use certified mail with return 
receipt requested.  For more information on how to 
serve, read Superior Court Civil Rule 5. 

Step 3:  File your original form with the court clerk at this 
address:  

Superior Court Clerk,   County 

  
address city state zip 

  
Person asking for this hearing signs here 

    
Print name (if lawyer, also list WSBA #) Date 

The following is my contact information: 

Email: _______________________________  

Phone (Optional): _______________________________ 
I agree to accept legal papers for this case at the following 
address (this does not have to be your home address):  

     
street address or PO box city state zip 

Note: You and the other party/ies may agree to accept legal papers by email 
under Civil Rule 5 and local court rules.  
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Notice Attachment: 
List of People to be Served or Given Notice 

Important!  Petitioner must have a copy of this Notice, the Summons, the Minor 
Guardianship Petition, and the Reasons for Minor Guardianship must be personally 
served on: 
 The child's parents 
 The child (if age 12 or older) unless the court ordered that the Reasons for Minor 

Guardianship not be served on the child.  
 Any current guardian or person with court-ordered custody 

 
Everyone listed in section 2 must be given a copy of this Notice and Petition.  This 
can be done by mail or some other way likely to give notice.  

1. People who must be personally served 

Important!  If you cannot locate a parent for service, request a Court Visitor. 
 

Relationship  Name Address 

Parent 1   

Parent 2   

[  ] There is no parent 
List the adult nearest in 
kinship who can be found 
with due diligence 

  

[  ] Someone other than a 
parent has court-
ordered custody or 
guardianship 

List that person/s   

  

[  ] The child is age 12 or 
older 

  

Important!  If there is a good reason not to give the Reasons for Minor Guardianship to the 
child, you can ask the court's permission to waive service of it.  Complete form GDN M 106 
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2. People who must be notified by mail or another way likely to give notice  

Important!  If there is a good reason not to notify any of the people in section 2, you 
may ask the court's permission to waive notice. 

 

Relationship Name  Address 

[  ] Someone else has 
primary care and 
custody of the child 
(other than a guardian or 
court-ordered custodian 
listed above) 

List that person/s  

  

[  ] Someone else had 
primary care and 
custody of the child for at 
least 60 days during the 
last 2 years, or for at 
least 2 of the last 5 years 

List that person/s  

  

[  ] The child is age 12 or 
older and asked for 
someone to be their 
guardian 

List that person/s 

  

[  ] A parent asked for 
someone as guardian 

List that person/s 

  

[  ] The child has a 
conservator  

List that person/s 

  

Each grandparent, if known 
 

  

Each adult sibling, if known 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of   
In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No.  
Minor Guardianship Petition 
(PTAPMG) 
[  ] Clerk's action required: 6, 12 
[  ] No Fee 26 

Minor Guardianship Petition 
Use this form to appoint a guardian by agreement, or if no parent is willing or able to provide 
for the support, care, education, health, safety, and welfare of a child under age 18 (exercise the 
parenting functions in RCW 26.09.004). A child or an interested party may file the petition. Use 
this form together with: 

 Notice of Hearing for Minor Guardianship Petition (form GDN M 101) 

 Summons (form GDN M 001) 

 Reasons for Minor Guardianship (form GDN M 103) 

 Criminal History Cover Sheet (form GDN M 407) 

 Motion and Order to DCYF to Release CPS Information (forms GDN M 404 and GDN M 
405). 

1. Children 

I ask the court to appoint a guardian for the following children (under age 18) who have 
the same legal parents: 

 

Important! Do not list more than one child unless they all have the same parents. If they have different 
parents, fill out a separate Petition for each child. 

County – I am filing in this county because (check all that apply):  

[  ] the children live here or are present in this county now. 

Child’s Name Age Child’s Name Age 

1.   2.   

3.   4.   
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[  ] there is another case involving custody or parental rights already in progress here. 
Lawyer for children – The children (check one): 
[  ] do not have a lawyer. 
[  ] are represented by (lawyer's name):   

Lawyer's address:    
  

2. Petitioner/s 
My name is:   

[  ] I am the child seeking a guardian. 
[  ] I am interested in the welfare of the children. My relationship to the children 

in this case:   
My home address (principal residence):   

  
My street address (if different):   

  
[  ] Co-Petitioner (If there is another Petitioner in this case) 

My name is:  
[  ] I am interested in the welfare of the children. My relationship to the children 

in this case:  
My home address (principal residence):    

  
My street address (if different):    

  
3. Who should be guardian? 

[  ] I ask the court to appoint me (and any Co-Petitioner) guardian of the children. 
[  ]  I ask the court to appoint (name/s):  

guardian of the children. 
Proposed guardian’s address:    

  
4. Lay Guardian Training 

Complete lay guardian training at https://www.courts.wa.gov/guardianportal/index.cfm?fa=guardianportal.title11minor 

The proposed guardian: 
[  ] has completed the lay guardian training. 
[  ] will complete the lay guardian training before the final order is entered. 

5.  Why is a guardian needed? 

Important! You must complete the Reasons for Minor Guardianship, form GDN M 103. 
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[  ] Agreement – The children's parents all consent, after being fully informed of the 
nature and consequences of guardianship. (A parent can sign the Parent's Consent 
to Minor Guardianship, form GDN M 304, to show consent.) 

[  ] Termination – Any parent’s rights have been terminated. 
[  ] Need – No parent is willing or able to provide for the support, care, education, health, 

safety, and welfare of a child under age 18 (exercise the parenting functions in RCW 
26.09.004). 

It is in the children's best interest to appoint a guardian. 
6. Is there an emergency guardian? 

[  ] No emergency guardian has been appointed. 

Important! To get an order now, you must file a  motion. GDN M 204 Motion for Immediate 
Order or GDN M 206 Motion to Appoint an Emergency Minor Guardian. 

[  ] An Emergency Minor Guardianship Petition has already been filed in this county. 
Case number:  

Clerk's action required. Relate (link) the emergency guardianship case with this case. 
People 
7. Parents 

The children's legal parents are listed below: 
Parent 1 (Name):  

[  ] Parent 1 is deceased. 
[  ] Parent 1’s parental rights have been terminated. 
[  ] Parent 1 has a lawyer. 

Lawyer's name:   
Lawyer's address:   

  
Parent 2 (Name):  

[  ] Parent 2 is deceased. 
[  ] Parent 2’s parental rights have been terminated. 
[  ] Parent 2 has a lawyer. 

Lawyer's name:   
Lawyer's address:   

  
8. Who must be personally served? 

I will have a copy of this Petition, the Summons, the Notice of Hearing for Minor 
Guardianship Petition, and the Reasons for Minor Guardianship personally served on the 
parents and anyone who fits one of the categories below. (Check all that apply) 
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[  ] There is no parent. This is the adult nearest in kinship who I could find with 
reasonable effort (due diligence) 
(Name):  

[  ] Someone other than a parent has court-ordered custody or guardianship  
 (Name):  
[  ] One or more of the children is age 12 or older  

(Name/s):  
[  ] None of the above. 

9. Who else must be given notice? 

Important! If there is a good reason not to notify any of the people in this section, Petitioner may ask the 
court's permission to waive notice. 
Unless I get the court's permission not to, I will give a copy of this Petition and the Notice 
of Hearing for Minor Guardianship Petition to anyone who fits one of the categories below. 
This can be done by mail or some other way likely to give notice. (Check all that apply) 

[  ] Someone else has primary care and custody of the child (other than a guardian or 
court-ordered custodian listed above)  
(Name):  

[  ] Someone else had primary care and custody of the child for at least 60 days during 
the last 2 years, or for at least 2 of the last 5 years  
(Name):  

[  ] A child, age 12 or older, asked for someone to serve as guardian  
(Proposed guardian's name):  

[  ] A parent asked or nominated for someone to serve as guardian  
(Proposed guardian's name):  

[  ] The children have a conservator  
(Conservator's name):  

[  ]  The children have these grandparents, that I know of 
(Name/s):  

[  ]  The children have these adult sibling/s, that I know of 
(Name/s):  

[  ] None of the above. 
10. Who do the children live with now? 

Currently, the children live with: 
[  ] the proposed guardian. 
[  ]  (name/s):  
If this petition is approved, the children would live with the guardian. 

11. Addresses Attached to Notice of Hearing 
I have included addresses for the people in sections 6 through 9, if known, on the Notice 
of Hearing for Minor Guardianship Petition and Notice Attachment: List of People to be 
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Served or Given Notice. The Notice and Attachment are made part of this petition 
(incorporated by reference). 

12. Does anyone need an interpreter or other communication support? 
[  ] No. 
[  ] Yes. The following people need an interpreter, translator, or other form of support to 

communicate effectively with the court or understand court proceedings: 

Name Language or type of support needed 
  

  
 

Clerk's action required. Note interpreter or communication support needs in the case 
management system. 

 Jurisdiction  
13. Personal Jurisdiction Over Parents 

Fill out below to say if a Washington State court has personal jurisdiction (authority to 
make decisions) over each parent.  

Basis for Personal Jurisdiction  
(check all that apply) 

Parent 1 Name: 
   

Parent 2 Name: 
  

Will be served in Washington [  ] [  ] 
Lives in Washington now [  ] [  ] 
Lived in Washington with child [  ] [  ] 
Lived in Washington and paid 
pregnancy costs or support for child [  ] [  ] 

Caused child to live in Washington [  ] [  ] 
Had sex in Washington that may have 
produced the child [  ] [  ] 

Agrees to Washington deciding [  ] [  ] 
None of the above [  ] [  ] 

14. Children’s Home/s 
During the past 5 years have any of the children lived: 
 on an Indian reservation, 
 outside Washington State, 
 in a foreign country, or 
 with anyone other than a parent? 

[  ] No. (Skip to 15) 
[  ] Yes. (Fill out below to show where each child has lived during the last 5 years.) 
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Dates Children Lived with 
In which state, 

Indian 
reservation, or 
foreign country 

From: 

To: 

[  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 

[  ] Petitioner/s 
[  ] Parent/s (name/s): 
[  ] Other (name): 

 

From:  

To: 

[  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

[  ] Petitioner/s 
[  ] Parent/s (name/s): 
[  ] Other (name): 

 

From: 

To: 

[  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

[  ] Petitioner/s 
[  ] Parent/s (name/s): 
[  ] Other (name): 

 

From: 

To: 

[  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

[  ] Petitioner/s 
[  ] Parent/s (name/s) 
[  ] Other (name): 

 

From: 

To: 

[  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

[  ] Petitioner/s 
[  ] Parent/s (name/s): 
[  ] Other (name): 

 

15. Other People with a Legal Right to Spend Time with a Child 
Do you know of anyone besides you and the parents who has, or claims to have, a legal 
right to spend time with any of these children? 
(Check one): [  ] No. (Skip to 16.)  [  ] Yes. (Fill out below.) 

Name of person Children this person may have  
the right to spend time with 

 [  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 

 [  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 

16. Other Court Cases Involving a Child 
Do you know of any other court cases involving any of these children? 
(Check one): [  ] No. (Skip to 17)  [  ] Yes. (Fill out below.) 
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Kind of case 
(Family Law, Criminal, Protection 

Order, Juvenile, Dependency, 
Other) 

County and State Case number 
and year 

Children 

   [  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

   [  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

   [  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

   [  ] All children 
[  ] (Name/s): 
 

 

Warning! If there is a dependency (CPS) case for the children, you must get approval from the dependency 
court to file this case. 

17. Tribal Heritage  
If there is a reason to know that a child has tribal heritage (including ancestry or familial political affiliation), 
the court must treat the child as an Indian child unless and until the affected tribe/s decide otherwise or 
decline to respond after receiving proper notice. 
An Indian child is a child who is a member of an Indian tribe, or who is the biological child of an Indian tribe 
member and eligible for membership. You must try to find out if any child in this case is an Indian child. If so, 
the federal and state Indian Child Welfare Acts will apply to your case. 
Could any of the children be Indian children? (Check all that apply): 

[  ] No. 
[  ] None of the children are Indian children. 
[  ] These children are not Indian children (name/s):  

I know this because (explain if the children have no tribal heritage, or if any 
possible tribal heritage has already been explored and decided in another court 
proceeding that complied with ICWA):  
  
  
  

[  ] Yes or Maybe. These children are or maybe Indian children. They have or may have 
heritage from the tribe/s listed below: 
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Children Tribe 

[  ] All children 

[  ] (name/s): 

 

[  ] All children 

[  ] (name/s): 

 

[  ]  I will provide the Indian Child Welfare Act Notice (form GDN M 401) and a 
copy of this Petition to the tribe/s named above and other necessary people 
or agencies. 

[  ] I do not know if any of the children are Indian children or have tribal heritage. I have 
done the following things to try to find out: 

  
  
  

18. Jurisdiction Over Indian Children 
[  ] Does not apply. None of the children are Indian children. 
[  ] A state court can decide this case for the Indian children because: 

[  ] (Children’s names):  are 
not domiciled or living on an Indian reservation, and are not wards of a tribal 
court. (25 USC §1911) 

[  ] (Children’s names):  are 
domiciled or living on an Indian reservation, and (check all that apply):  

[  ]  The children’s tribe agrees to Washington State’s concurrent jurisdiction. 
[  ]  The children’s tribe decided not to use its exclusive jurisdiction (expressly 

declined). (RCW 13.38.060) 
[  ]  Washington State should claim emergency jurisdiction for Indian children 

temporarily located off the reservation to protect the children from immediate 
physical damage or harm. (RCW 13.38.140) 

19. Jurisdiction Over the Children (RCW 26.27.201 – .221, .231, .261, .271) 

This Court can decide this case for the children because (check all that apply; if a box 
applies to all of the children, you may write “the children” instead of listing names): 

[  ] Exclusive, continuing jurisdiction – A Washington court has already made a 
custody order or parenting plan for the children, and the court still has authority to 
make other orders for (children’s names): . 

[  ] Home state jurisdiction – Washington is the children’s home state because  
(check all that apply): 

[  ] (Children’s names):  lived in Washington with 
a parent or someone acting as a parent for at least the 6 months just before this 
case was filed, or if the children are less than 6 months old, they have lived in 
Washington with a parent, or someone acting as a parent, since birth. 
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[  ] There were times the children were not in Washington in the 6 months just before 
this case was filed (or since birth if they are less than 6 months old), but those 
were temporary absences. 

[  ] (Children’s names):  do not 
live in Washington right now, but Washington was the children’s home state 
sometime in the 6 months just before this case was filed, and a parent, or 
someone acting as a parent of the children, still lives in Washington. 

[  ] (Children’s names):  do not 
have another home state. 

[  ] No home state or home state declined – No court of any other state (or tribe) has 
the jurisdiction to make decisions for (children’s 
names):  
or a court in the children’s home state (or tribe) decided it is better to have this case 
in Washington and: 
 The children and a parent, or someone acting as a parent, have ties to 

Washington beyond just living here; and 

 There is a lot of information (substantial evidence) about the children’s care, 
protection, education, and relationships in this state. 

[  ] Other state declined – The courts in other states (or tribes) that might be (children’s 
names): ’s home state 
have refused to take this case because it is better to have this case in Washington. 

[  ] Temporary emergency jurisdiction – The court can make decisions for (children’s 
names):  because the 
children are in this state now and were abandoned here or need emergency 
protection because the children (or the children’s parent, brother, or sister) were 
abused or threatened with abuse. (Check one): 

[  ] A custody case involving the children was filed in the children’s home state 
(name of state or tribe): . Washington should take 
temporary emergency jurisdiction over the children until the Petitioner can get a 
court order from the children’s home state (or tribe). 

[  ] There is no valid custody order or open custody case in the children’s home 
state (name of state or tribe): . If no case is 
filed in the children’s home state (or tribe) by the time the children have been in 
Washington for 6 months, (date): , Washington 
should have final jurisdiction over the children.   

[  ] Other reason (specify):  
 Requests 

20.  Parents’ Visitation 

Important! If you are asking for limited or no visitation, you must explain why in the Residential Schedule 
(form GDN M 408) or Reasons for Minor Guardianship (form GDN M 103). 
I ask the court to order the following contact or visitation between the parents and children: 
[  ] I ask to court to approve my proposed visitation: 
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[  ] I ask the court to approve my proposed Residential Schedule. This schedule may 
include reasons for limiting one or both parents’ visitation. I am filing and serving my 
proposed Residential Schedule with this Petition. 

[  ] I ask the court to give no visitation to either parent because the limiting factors from 
RCW 26.09.191 apply and are severe enough to justify no visitation. 

21. Decision-making Authority 
I ask the court to make the following orders about who has the right to make decisions for 
the children (check all that apply): 

Type of Major Decision Guardian Decides Parent/s Decide  
(write one parent’s name or “both”)  

School / educational [  ] [  ] 
Healthcare (not emergency) [  ] [  ] 
Authority to apply for passport 
and travel internationally [  ] [  ] 

Driver’s license or state I.D. [  ] [  ] 
Other: [  ] [  ] 
Other: [  ] [  ] 

22. Access to Records 
I ask the court to make the following orders about who has the right to access these types 
of records for the children (check all that apply): 

Type of Record Guardian Can Access Parent/s Can Access 
(write one parent’s name or “both”) 

School / educational [  ] [  ] 
Healthcare  [  ] [  ] 
Other: [  ] [  ] 
Other: [  ] [  ] 
Other: [  ] [  ] 

23. Support, Insurance, and Taxes 
The children have a right to child support (including medical support) from the legal parents, 
according to state law. 
Support – I ask the court to order the parents to (check all that apply): 
[  ] pay child support according to the Child Support Schedule Worksheets. 
[  ] provide and keep health insurance for the children. 
[  ] pay children’s daycare, uninsured medical, or other expenses. 
[  ] no request. 
Tax Issues – I ask the court to order: 
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[  ] the guardian has the right to claim the children as dependents for purposes of 
personal tax exemptions and associated tax credits on our tax forms. 

[  ] (other):   
24. Children's Property 

As far as I know, the children have the following property, other than their clothing and 
other personal items (personal effects) and documents: 
[  ] None 
[  ] (Give a general statement of the children's property with an estimate of its value. 

Examples: disability or insurance benefits, trust account, money from a lawsuit, 
public assistance, TANF, child support) 

  
  

25. Protection Order 
Do you want the court to issue an Order for Protection? 
[  ] No. I do not want an Order for Protection. 
[  ] Yes. (You must file a Petition for Protection Order, form P 001. You must file your 

Petition for Protection Order as a separate case. Ask the court clerk to relate (link) 
the protection order case together with this guardianship case.) 

Important! If you need protection now, ask the court clerk about getting a Temporary Protection Order. 

[  ] There already is a Protection Order between (name):   
  and me. 
Court that issued the order:  
Case number  
Expiration date:  

26. Fees and Costs 

Filing Fee – In some situations the court will not charge a fee for filing this case. 
 When the proposed guardian is a relative, the fee is waived automatically. 
 When the petitioner (including a child as petitioner) is low income, the petitioner may use forms  

GR 34.0100, 34.0300, and 34.0500 to ask the court to waive the fee. 

[  ] No request. 
[  ] No fee shall be charged because the proposed guardian is a relative of the children, 

not a professional guardian. 

[  ] Order who should pay for court costs, Guardian ad Litem fees, Court Visitor fees, 
lawyer fees, and other reasonable fees. 

27. Other Requests, If Any 
  
  

 



RCW 11.130.190 
(06/2022)  
GDN M 102 

Minor Guardianship Petition  
p. 12 of 12 

 

 

Petitioner fills out below: 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the facts I have 
provided on this form (including any attachments) are true. 
[  ] I have attached (#):  pages. 
Signed at (city and state):  Date:  

    
Petitioner signs here Print name  
My contact information is: 
Email:  Phone (Optional):  

Co-Petitioner (if any) fills out below: 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the facts I have 
provided on this form are true. 
Signed at (city and state):  Date:  

    
Other Petitioner signs here Print name  
My contact information is: 
Email:  Phone (Optional):  

Petitioner’s lawyer (if any) fills out below: 
      
Petitioner’s lawyer signs here Print name and WSBA No. Date 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of   
In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No.    

Declaration Explaining the Reasons for 
Minor Guardianship Petition 
(DCLR) 

Declaration Explaining the Reasons for  
Minor Guardianship 

Use this form to explain the reasons why you asked for Minor Guardianship, why the court should appoint 
the person you propose as guardian, and (if applicable) why the parents’ contact should be limited. Use this 
form together with:  
 Minor Guardianship Petition (form GDN M 102)  
 Minor Standby Guardianship Petition  

Important! If the children are age 12 or older, this form must be served on them unless you get a court 
order to withhold. If you believe it might be harmful for the children to read about the reasons, use these 
forms to ask the court for permission not to serve the children. 
 Motion to Withhold Certain Documents from the Minor (form GDN M 106) 
 Order on Motion to Withhold Certain Documents from the Minor (form GDN M 107) 

1. Why do the children need a guardian? 
Parent 1 (Name):  : 
[  ] consented, after being fully informed of the nature and consequences of 

guardianship. 
[  ] had their parental rights terminated.   
[  ] is not willing or able to provide for the support, care, education, health, safety, 

and welfare of a child under age 18 (exercise the parenting functions in RCW 
26.09.004). This is true because (explain and give examples): 
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Parent 2 (Name): : 
[  ] consented, after being fully informed of the nature and consequences of 

guardianship. 
[  ] had their parental rights terminated.   
[  ] is not willing or able to provide for the support, care, education, health, safety, 

and welfare of a child under age 18 (exercise the parenting functions in RCW 
26.09.004). This is true because (explain and give examples): 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

2.  Children’s best interests 
It is in the best interests of the children to appoint a guardian because (explain how having 
a guardian would be good for the children): 
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3.  Why the person I propose should be guardian 
(Name/s of proposed guardian/s):    
should be appointed guardian because (explain why this person is the best choice):  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

4.  Should parent/s contact be limited? 
[  ] No. 
[  ] Yes. I ask the court to give limited or no visitation because the following reasons for 

limiting visitation apply:   
[  ] Mandatory limiting factors from RCW 26.09.191(2). A parent has one or more of 

these problems, as follows (check all that apply):  
[  ] Abandonment – (Parent’s name):   

intentionally abandoned a child listed in 2 for an extended time.   
[  ] Neglect – (Parent’s name):   

substantially refused to perform his/her parenting duties for a child listed in 2. 
[  ] Child Abuse – (Parent’s name):   

(or someone living in that parent’s home) abused or threatened to abuse a 
child. The abuse was (check all that apply):    
[  ] physical  [  ] sexual  [  ] repeated emotional abuse.  

[  ] Domestic Violence – (Parent’s name):   
(or someone living in that parent’s home) has a history of domestic violence 
as defined in RCW 26.50.010.   

[  ] Assault – (Parent’s name):   
(or someone living in that parent’s home) has assaulted or sexually assaulted 
someone causing grievous physical harm, causing fear of such harm, or 
resulting in a pregnancy.   
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[  ] Sex Offense –  
[  ] (Parent’s name):   

has been convicted of a sex offense as an adult. 
[  ] Someone living in (parent’s name):  ’s home has 

been convicted as an adult or adjudicated as a juvenile of a sex offense. 
[  ] Other limiting factors from RCW 26.09.191(3) – A parent has one or more of 

these problems as follows (check all that apply):  
[  ] Neglect – (Parent’s name):   

neglected his/her parental duties towards a child listed in 2. 
[  ] Emotional or physical problem – (Parent’s name):   

has a long-term emotional or physical problem that gets in the way of his/her 
ability to parent.  

[  ] Substance Abuse – (Parent’s name):   
has a long-term problem with drugs, alcohol, or other substances that gets in 
the way of his/her ability to parent. 

[  ] Lack of emotional ties – (Parent’s name):   
has few or no emotional ties with a child listed in 2. 

[  ] Abusive use of conflict – (Parent’s name):   
uses conflict in a way that endangers or damages the psychological 
development of a child listed in 2. 

[  ] Withholding the child – (Parent’s name):   
has kept the other parent away from a child listed in 2 for a long time, without 
a good reason. 

[  ] Other (specify):   

Explain and give examples for each limiting factor, if not already covered above: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Petitioner fills out below: 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the facts I have 
provided on this form (and any attachments) are true. [  ] I have attached (number):   pages. 
Signed at (city and state):   Date:   

    
Petitioner signs here Print name  
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Co-Petitioner (if any) fills out below: 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the facts I have 
provided on this form are true. 
Signed at (city and state):   Date:   

    
Co-Petitioner signs here Print name  

 
Warning! Documents filed with the court are available for anyone to see unless they are sealed. Financial, medical, 
and confidential reports, as described in General Rule 22, must be sealed so they can only be seen by the court, 
the other party, and the lawyers in your case. Seal those documents by filing them separately, using a Sealed 
Cover Sheet (form GDN ALL 001). You may ask for an order to seal other documents 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of   
In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No.   

Cover Sheet for Criminal History 
(Guardianship) 
(XCRIM) 

Cover Sheet for Criminal History  
(Guardianship)  

I have asked the Washington State Patrol for the criminal history record on each adult living in 
my home. Attached are the records I received. 

List all people whose records are attached: 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

 

      
Submitted by (signature) Print name Date 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of _______________ 

In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No.   

Motion for Order Directing DCYF to Release 
CPS Information  
(MT) 

Motion for Order Directing DCYF to Release CPS Information 
1. Petitioner/s filed a Minor Guardianship Petition and request(s) an Order directing the 

Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) to release Child Protective 
Services (CPS) information about the proposed guardian and all household members 
named in the Order.   

2. An Order directing DCYF to release CPS information is needed because of the following 
requirements: 

RCW 11.130.210(1) provides that, before entering a final order, the court must:  “Direct 
the department of children, youth, and families to release information as provided under 
RCW 13.50.100.” 

RCW 13.50.100(4)(a) allows DCYF to release CPS information to a family or juvenile 
court hearing a petition under chapter 11.130 RCW about investigations in which: 
  the children involved in this case were alleged victims of abandonment, abuse, or 

neglect; or  
  the proposed guardian/s, or any person age 16 or older who lives with the proposed 

guardian/s, is the subject of a founded or currently pending CPS investigation by the 
Department of Social and Health Services or DCYF started after October 1, 1998. 

Person making this motion fills out below. 

      
Person making this motion signs here Print name (if lawyer, also list WSBA#) Date
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Superior Court of Washington, County of _______________ 
In the Guardianship of: 

  
Respondent/s (minors/children) 

No. 
  

Order Directing DCYF to Release CPS 
Information  
(ORDINFO) 
Clerk’s action required: 5 

Order Directing DCYF to Release CPS Information  
(Guardianship) 

1. Petitioner/s filed a Minor Guardianship Petition. The Court needs information from the 
Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF). 

2. The Court orders DCYF to provide information as allowed by RCW 13.50.100 about 
investigations in which:  
 the children involved in this case were alleged victims of abandonment, abuse, or 

neglect; or  
 the proposed guardian/s, or any person age 16 or older who lives with the proposed 

guardian/s, is the subject of a founded or currently pending CPS investigation by the 
Department of Social and Health Services or DCYF started after October 1, 1998. 

DCYF must provide this information under a Sealed CPS Information cover sheet  
(form GDN M 406) to the court at this address: 

Superior Court Clerk,   County 

  
Address City State Zip 

DCYF must provide the information by (date):   or 
within a reasonable amount of time if no date is specified. 

3. List the children: 
Child’s name Age Child’s name Age 
 1.     2.    
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 3.     4.    

4. List the proposed guardian/s and anyone 16 or older living in the home: 
Proposed guardian 
Full Name:   
Also Known As:   
Birthdate:   
Other Individual in the Home 
Full Name:   
Also Known As:   
Birthdate:   
Other Individual in the Home 
Full Name:   
Also Known As:   
Birthdate:   

Other proposed guardian 
Full Name:   
Also Known As:   
Birthdate:   
Other Individual in the Home 
Full Name:   
Also Known As:   
Birthdate:   
Other Individual in the Home 
Full Name:   
Also Known As:   
Birthdate:   
 

5. Clerk’s Action: The clerk shall forward a copy of this order to DCYF. Information received 
from DCYF in response to this order must be filed under seal. Only the parties in this case, 
their lawyers, the Guardian ad Litem (if any), and the person whose information was 
released may have access to this information.   

Other:    
  

6. The information DCYF provides in response to this order is confidential. Anyone who sees 
the information must keep it confidential and protect against unauthorized disclosure.   

Ordered. 

    
Date  Judge or Commissioner  

Petitioner and Respondent/s or their lawyers fill out below. 
Presented by:  

    
Signature of Party/Lawyer Printed Name     WSBA No. 
Copy received and approved by: 

    
Signature of Party/Lawyer Printed Name 

    
Signature of GAL or CV Printed Name 
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