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After your divorce: filing a 
motion to get your vehicle in 
your name 

 

 Read this only if you live in Washington State.  

 You can find all the fact sheets we link to here at WashingtonLawHelp.org. 

The court awarded me the vehicle in my divorce. My ex-spouse 
disappeared, or refuses to give me the title. What can I do?  

It depends on whether your Final Divorce Order had the car’s ownership 

information in it: its year, make and model, and its VIN (Vehicle Identification #). 

If so, you do not need to go to a hearing. You do need to get a certified copy of the 

Final Divorce Order from the clerk of the court that entered the Final Divorce Order. 

There will be a small fee for that. Then take the certified copy to your local 

Department of Licensing vehicle licensing office. (Visit 

fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vehoffices/ to find the office nearest you.) They will 

transfer the title into your name.  

What if my Final Divorce Order does not have that information?  

You can file a Motion for Clarification of Final Divorce Order to add this ownership 

information to it: the vehicle’s year, make & model, and its VIN (Vehicle 

Identification #).  

Use the forms and instructions in this packet.  

How to fill out the Motion and Declaration to Clarify Final 
Divorce Order 

Fill out the caption by copying the caption from your Final Divorce Order.  

I - Motion 

https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vehoffices/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vehoffices/


 

  3235EN | September 2022 

 

 

p. 2 

 

In the first paragraph, put your name where it says. In the next blank, put the date 

the court entered your Final Divorce Order. (It should say on the last page, to the left 

of the judge’s signature.)  

In the second paragraph, circle Petitioner or Respondent, depending on which one 

you are. Put your name in the blank.  

In the last line on the first page, put the vehicle’s make, model, and year.  

In the first line at the top of the second page, put the VIN. To find the VIN, look at the 

dashboard on the driver's side of the vehicle. You can also find it by looking on its 

auto insurance card or vehicle registration. 

II – Declaration 

At the bottom, put the place, state, and date you signed this form.  

Sign your name. Print it underneath.  

How to fill out the Order Clarifying Final Divorce Order 

 Check with the court clerk, facilitator, or your local domestic violence 

advocate before you fill out this form. The judge may not want you to submit 

a proposed order. Fill this Order out only if you first make sure it is okay to 

do so. 

Fill out the caption. 

II – Order 

Leave all dates blank. The judge will fill those in. 

Fill in the vehicle’s make, model, year, and VIN. 

Skip the judge’s signature.  

Under “presented by,” sign your name. Print that underneath. Circle Petitioner or 

Respondent, depending on which one you are.  

How to fill out the Notice of Hearing 

Caption. Fill in the caption. 
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1. To the Clerk of the Court and to all parties: Put  

 The date and the time of your hearing. 

 The courthouse address and room number where your hearing is scheduled. 

 The docket name or the judge’s name. 

2. Put “Motion for Clarification”. 

This hearing was requested by: Sign and print your name and put the date where it 

says.  

I agree to accept legal papers for this case at: Read the box to the right. Put an 

address where you can get papers quickly.  

How do I file this motion?  

Make at least 2 copies of every paper, including the proposed order and financial 

documents. One copy is for your ex, and one is for you.   

Take the originals and the copies to the county court clerk’s office in the 

superior courthouse that entered your Final Divorce Order. Give the clerk the 

original of all of your Motion and Notice of Hearing forms for filing. Ask the clerk  

 how to schedule a hearing date 

 what to do with the original of your proposed order 

In most cases, you will keep the original proposed order and bring it to the hearing 

for the judge to sign then. If your county requires working papers, give the judge 

copies of the proposed order as part of the working papers. Read What are Working 

Copies to learn more.  

Ask the clerk to stamp your copies to show the date you filed the originals. Take 

the stamped copies back from the clerk. The clerk files the originals. 

Make 3 full sets of your papers (1 set of originals and 2 sets of copies).   

After you file your papers, you must have them properly served on (delivered to) 

your ex. You must arrange for service and make sure your server delivers the papers 

properly. You cannot serve the papers on your ex yourself. The next paragraphs 

explain the rules for service.  

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/what-are-working-copies
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/what-are-working-copies


 

  3235EN | September 2022 

 

 

p. 4 

 

You should have your ex served even if you finalized your divorce by default (your 

ex did not file anything or go to any hearings). If you do not have an address for your 

ex, check the court file. Your ex may have listed an address in one of their court 

papers. Use the most recent address you can find in the court file.  

When your server has mailed your ex the papers, have the server fill out the Proof of 

Mailing or Hand Delivery form the same day. Use a blank copy in this packet. You file 

the original with the court clerk. Keep a date-stamped copy for your records.  

Make sure your server mails the papers before your deadline. When counting, 

do not count the day of delivery or mailing, weekends, or court holidays. Your server 

must add at least 3 days to the number of days’ notice your county’s rules require. 

Example: You mail a document on a Monday. The law presumes it was served on 

Thursday. If the third day after you have the papers mailed is a weekend or holiday, 

add days so the papers arrive on a business day.   

Try to give more than the minimum number of days for notice of your hearing. If for 

some reason your ex does not get enough notice of your hearing, you must 

reschedule your hearing, even if your ex does not show up and object.  

 If you think your ex will not show up at the hearing, have an extra copy 

sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, for more proof of 

mailing. Staple the green return receipt card to the Proof of Mailing or 

Hand Delivery.   
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In many counties, you must: 

 Deliver an extra copy of all your papers (including proposed orders) for 

your hearing for the judge to read. We call this set of copies Working Papers. 

Read What are Working Copies to learn more. 

 Confirm the hearing a few days before the hearing date. “Confirming the 

hearing” means telling the court the hearing will take place as scheduled.  

Your ex might respond in writing to your motion before the hearing. In most 

counties, your ex must deliver their response to you and the court no later than 1 

court day before the hearing.   

What happens at the hearing? 

Get to Your Hearing Early. Dress neatly. Bring a pad of paper and black pen to 

make notes. Bring your set of court papers and your copies of any papers your ex 

gave you in response. Do not bring your children if you can help it. The judge usually 

will not let them sit in the courtroom. If you are not there on time, the court will 

cancel the hearing.   

When you get to the Courtroom: tell the person in charge in the courtroom (the 

clerk or the bailiff) your name and your case name and number. Take a seat. When 

the judge walks in, stand. When they call your case name, tell the court you are 

present. Stay in court until they call your case for hearing. 

When they tell you to come forward, do so. Give the court the originals of your 

order.   

Getting an Order. If your ex does not appear, show the judge your Proof of Mailing 

or Hand Delivery. Ask the judge to sign your order. Tell the clerk or bailiff that you 

need a copy of the order.  

Presenting Your Case. If your ex shows up at the hearing, each of you will have a 

chance to tell your side of the case. Stand while speaking. Tell the judge briefly what 

you want and why. Try to keep your argument short. You may have as little as 5 

minutes to speak. You should just outline your main points. In most cases, the judge 

will have read your papers before the hearing. Do not repeat everything in your 

papers.   

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/what-are-working-copies
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 Do not interrupt the judge. 

The judge will announce a decision. Listen carefully. The judge may sign your order 

as is or make changes to it.  

Do not leave the courthouse with (or change or destroy) court orders the 

judge has signed. If the clerk in the courtroom gives you the original orders the 

judge has signed, file them with the court clerk’s office. Get a certified copy from the 

clerk. There is a fee for that.  

Ask the clerk to stamp your copies to show the date you filed the originals. Take 

the stamped copies back from the clerk. The clerk keeps the originals. 

Check Your Deadlines. Make sure to file your motion with the court far enough 

before your hearing date. File your motion a few days before the last date for 

serving the other parties. Look at the deadline you calculated in the instructions for 

the Note for Motion form. (Example: if your local rules say you must serve your 

motion 5 court days before the hearing, then you must file your papers with the 

court, deliver working papers to the judge, and have all parties served by 5 business 

days before the hearing. This does not count the hearing day. 

Get Legal Help 

 Apply online with CLEAR*Online -  nwjustice.org/apply-online  

 Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? 

Call 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They 

will refer you to a legal aid provider. 

 Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or 

Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays between 

9:15 am - 12:15 pm or apply online at nwjustice.org/apply-online.  

 Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387. 

 Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819. 

 Seniors (age 60 and over) with a legal issue outside of King County can also 

call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111. 

https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
https://nwjustice.org/apply-online
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Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call any of these numbers 

using the relay service of your choice. 

Interpreters provided. 

 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities. It is not 
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 

(Permission for copying and distribution granted to the Alliance for Equal Justice and to individuals 
for non-commercial purposes only.) 
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Superior Court, State of Washington 
________________ County  

 
In re the Marriage of: 
 
_________________________ 
 

   Petitioner, 
and 
 
_________________________ 

 
Respondent. 

 

 
 
No. ________________              
 
Motion and Declaration to Clarify Final 
Divorce Order 
 
(No mandatory form) 

 

I.  Motion 

 

Based on the declaration below, (your name) _________________________ asks the 

court to clarify the Final Divorce Order entered on (date) ________________ so  

(your name) _________________________ can get ownership in his/her name of the vehicle 

the court awarded him/her in the Final Divorce Order.   

The Final Divorce Order provides in paragraph (circle whichever applies) 3.2/3.3 that the 

following vehicle is awarded to (circle whichever applies) Petitioner/Respondent:   

__________________________________________________ 

(Circle whichever applies) Petitioner/Respondent asks the court to clarify the award of 

the vehicle by amending the Final Divorce Order to include the vehicle’s identifying information:  
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Make, model and year: _________________________ 

VIN (vehicle identification number): _________________________ 

 
Dated:             

Petitioner/Respondent  
(circle whichever applies) 

 
II. Declaration 

 
This clarification is necessary because the Washington Department of Licensing 

requires a judgment awarding ownership of the vehicle (RCW 46.12.6802)(b)) in order to 

transfer title. The Final Divorce Order is not sufficient to fit this description without the vehicle’s 

identifying information. 

 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

 
Signed at (town/city)_________________________, (state) ________________ on (date) 
________________. 
 
 ____ 
(your name)________________, Petitioner/Respondent  
                                                     (circle whichever applies) 
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Superior Court of Washington 
County of ________________ 

 
 

 
In re the Marriage of: 
 
_________________________ 
 

   Petitioner, 
and 
 
_________________________ 
 
 

Respondent. 

 
No.  ________________ 

 
 
Order Clarifying Final Divorce Order 
 
(No mandatory form) 

 

I. Basis 

This matter came before the court upon (circle whichever applies) Petitioner’s/Respondent’s 
Motion to Clarify the Final Divorce Order.  A hearing was held on (date) ________________.  

The court has considered the record and arguments of the parties, and finds there is good 
cause to issue this order.   

II. Order 

The court clarifies its Final Divorce Order, entered on (date) ________________, as follows: 

 
The court awards possession of the following vehicle to (circle whichever applies) 

Petitioner/Respondent:  
 
Make: ________________ 
Model: ________________ 
Year: ________________ 

 
/// 
/// 
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VIN (Vehicle Identification Number): ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Dated:     

JUDGE/COMMISSIONER 
 
Presented by:   Approved for entry: 

   Notice of presentation waived: 

 

                  
Petitioner/Respondent    Petitioner/Respondent   
(circle whichever applies)                                          (circle whichever applies) 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of   

In re: 

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case): 

  

 

And Respondent/s (other party/parties): 

  

 

No.   

Notice of Hearing 

(NTHG) 

 Clerk’s action required: 1 

Notice of Hearing 

To the Court Clerk and all parties:   

1. A court hearing has been scheduled:   

for:    at:    a.m.  p.m. 
date  time 

at:    in    
court’s address room or department 

   
docket / calendar  or  judge / commissioner’s name 

2. The purpose of this hearing is (specify):  

Warning!  If you do not go to the hearing, the court may sign orders without hearing your side.  

This hearing was requested by:    Petitioner or his/her lawyer    Respondent or his/her lawyer 

      
Person asking for this hearing signs here Print name (if lawyer, also list WSBA #) Date 

I agree to accept legal papers for this case at: 

  
address  

    
city state zip 

(Optional) email:   

This does not have to be your home address.  If this address 
changes before the case ends, you must notify all parties and 
the court clerk in writing.  You may use the Notice of Address 
Change form (FL All Family 120).  A party must also update 
his/her Confidential Information form (FL All Family 001) if this 
case involves parentage or child support. 
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Superior Court of Washington, County of   

In re: 

Petitioner/s (person/s who started this case): 

  

 

And Respondent/s (other party/parties): 

  

 

No.   

Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery  
(for documents after Summons and 
Petition) 

(AFSR) 

Proof of Mailing or Hand Delivery  
(for documents after Summons and Petition) 

Warning! Do not use this form to prove you mailed or delivered a Summons, Petition, Order to Go to Court, or any kind 
of Restraining Order. For those documents, use Proof of Personal Service (FL All Family 101), or if you have court 
permission to serve by mail, use Proof of Service by Mail (FL All Family 107).  

I declare: 

1.   I am (check one): [  ] the Petitioner  [  ] the Respondent  [  ] (name):   

  and I am competent to be a witness in this case. 

2. On (date):  , I served copies of the documents listed in 3 below to  

(name of party or lawyer served):   by:  

[  ] mail (check all that apply): [  ] first class  [  ] certified  [  ] other   

  
Mailing Address City State Zip 

[  ] email to (address):   
(only if allowed by agreement, order, or your county’s Local Court Rule) 

[  ] fax to (number):   
(only if allowed by agreement, order, or your county’s Local Court Rule) 

[  ] Hand delivery at (time):   [  ] a.m.  [  ] p.m. to this address:   

  
 Street Address  City State Zip 
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I left the documents (check one):  

[  ] with the party or lawyer named above. 

[  ] at the attorney’s office with the clerk or other person in charge. 

[  ] at the attorney’s office in a conspicuous place because no one was in charge. 

[  ] with (name):  , 

at the address listed in court documents where the party agreed to receive 
legal papers for this case.   

[  ] (For a party or lawyer who has no office or whose office is closed) at their home 

with (name):  , 

a person of suitable age and discretion who lives in the same home.   

3. List all documents you served (check all that apply): 
(The most common documents are listed below. Check only those documents that were served. Use the 
“Other” boxes to write in the title of each document you served that is not already listed.)  

[  ] Notice of Hearing (hearing date): ________ [  ] Notice Re: Military Dependent  

[  ] Motion for Temporary Family Law Order  
[  ] and Restraining Order 

[  ] Sealed Financial Documents 

[  ] Proposed Temporary Family Law Order [  ] Financial Declaration 

[  ] Proposed Parenting Plan [  ] Declaration of:   

[  ] Proposed Child Support Order [  ] Declaration of:  

[  ] Proposed Child Support Worksheets [  ] Declaration of:  

[  ] Other:  
 

[  ] Other:  
 

[  ] Other:  
 

[  ] Other:  
 

[  ] Other:  
 

[  ] Other:  
 

 

[  ] Other:  
 

[  ] Other:  
 

 

4. Other:   

  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the statements 
on this form are true. 

Signed at (City and State):   Date:   

    
Signature of server Print or type name of server 

 


