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I live in a motel or hotel.  
The owner is threatening to 
kick me out! 

 

 Read this only if you live in Washington State.  

 Eviction law continues to change. Read about the latest changes to the 

law at WashingtonLawHelp.org/resource/eviction 

 You can find all the fact sheets we link to here at WashingtonLawHelp.org. 

I live in a motel or hotel as my only housing. What are my 
rights?

Your landlord cannot just lock you out. You may also have the same rights as a 

tenant in an apartment. For example: 

1. Do you pay monthly rent? 

2. Do you not use housekeeping services? 

3. Have you lived there for longer than 30 days?  

The more your situation looks like a regular rental situation, the more likely you are 

a tenant with the legal protections a tenant has—like a court process for evictions. 

Your hotel or motel might actually be rental housing. The Department of Health 

inspects and licenses housing for temporary visitors, like hotels and motels. A 

licensed hotel or motel is required to post their license in the lobby. If your hotel or 

motel isn’t inspected or licensed, you might have even more protections under the 

Residential Landlord Tenant Act. 

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/eviction
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I heard that new housing laws and the eviction bridge don’t 
protect me. 

The Governor’s eviction “bridge” and a new law passed by the state legislature 

create protections for renters who are behind on rent. These did not include people 

who live in a motel or hotel as their permanent housing after March 1, 2020. 

However, you could still be a renter, and have protections to not be locked out. 

So what rights do I have? 

If you began living in a hotel or motel after March 1, 2020, you still have these 

rights: 

 If the motel or hotel says you owe rent and wants to remove you, they must 

give you a 7-day notice. (That notice must give you a legal help phone 

number and a link to Washington LawHelp, where you can find legal 

information on evictions questions and these kinds of fact sheets.)  

 If they don’t give you this 7-day notice, you might have the right to a 

repayment plan for your rent if they give you a different notice demanding 

rent. Call a lawyer for advice.  

 If they do give you a 7-day notice, you still have the right to not be locked out. 

Call the Eviction Defense Line below for legal advice, and tell the hotel that 

they can’t lock you out without going to court first. Read Can My Landlord Do 

That?  

 If the hotel or motel locks you out, call the Eviction Defense Line right away. 

Read My Landlord Locked Me Out: What Can I Do? to learn more.  

  

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/can-the-landlord-do-that
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/can-the-landlord-do-that
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/my-landlord-locked-me-out-what-can-i-do
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Get Legal Help 

 Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387 

 Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819 

 Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? 

Call 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They 

will refer you to a legal aid provider. 

 Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or 

Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays 

between 9:15 am - 12:15 pm.  

 Seniors (age 60 and over) with a legal issue outside of King County can 

also call CLEAR*Sr at 1-888-387-7111  

 Deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired callers can call any of these 

numbers using the relay service of your choice. 

CLEAR and 2-1-1 will provide interpreters. 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities.  It is not 
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2021 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 
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https://nwjustice.org/clear-hotline

