
LGBTQIA2S+ STUDENT RIGHTS
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Yes! Everyone has
the right to be
themselves in

school.

I want  to
wear my Pride
shirt to school.

Can I?

Talk about your identity
Talk about who you are
dating
Wear clothes that match your
gender even if school officials
don't know that it is your gender
Wear or display pride flags,
buttons, stickers, shirts

Talk about your gender,
pronouns and identity
Wear clothes that don't align
with the gender you were
assigned at birth
Use the bathroom that feels
comfortable for your gender
Be protected from harassment
based on your gender 

YOU CAN BE YOURSELF AT SCHOOL

I am trans. My student
ID still has the wrong

gender listed on it. Can
I dress according to
my gender instead of

what is on my ID?

YOU CAN BE OUT AND OPEN AT SCHOOL

Yes! 
We get to be

open about our
identities and
relationships!

This means that you can:

TRANSGENDER, NON BINARY AND GENDER DIVERSE STUDENTS
ARE PROTECTED TOO. AT SCHOOL YOU CAN:

More info on the other side To learn more about your rights at school go to:  WashingtonLawHelp.org/issues/youth-law-education



LGBTQIA2S+ STUDENT RIGHTS
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Your school should
not out you to

anyone without your
permission!

Can I take my
boyfriend to

prom? And can
I wear a dress?

A GSA is an extra-curricular
student-led club, just like Chess
Club, for students with a shared
interest in LGBTQ issues. 
Your school must allow these kinds
of clubs if they allow any other extra-
curricular clubs
And your club must be treated the
same as the other clubs including
being allowed to promote itself and
fundraise

In Washington state, public schools
have a responsibility to protect
LGBTQ students from harassment.
Your school must protect you from
bullying the same as it would protect any
other student from bullying and
harassment.

You also have a right to privacy- that
means that your school should not out to
you anyone unless you say that its ok to
do so.  

YOU CAN BE YOURSELF AT DANCES

I am only out at school
but not at home. I am

worried that my teacher is
going to call my home and

out me to my parents!

YOU CAN HAVE IDENTITY BASED STUDENT
GROUPS LIKE A GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE

Yes! You can bring a
date of any gender that

would otherwise be
allowed to attend the
prom. You can wear

whatever feels right for
you within normal dress

code rules 

YOUR SCHOOL SHOULD PROTECT YOUR SAFETY AND YOUR PRIVACY

If you think your school has violated your
rights, you can call and report it at 360-725-
6162 or email to: equity@k12.wa.us

To learn more about your rights at school go to:  WashingtonLawHelp.org/issues/youth-law-education

mailto:equity@k12.wa.us

