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Non-Parent Custody has changed to 
Minor Guardianship 

 You can find the fact sheets and packets we link to here at 

WashingtonLawHelp.org. 

Should I read this? 

Yes, if either of these is true:  

 You were involved in a non-parent custody case in a court in the state of 

Washington. The court issued final orders in your case.  

 You are thinking about filing such a case in a Washington State court.  

What will I learn from reading this?  

You will learn how Washington’s non-parent custody law has ended, and a new law 

has replaced it.  

You will learn a little about the differences between the old and new laws.  

You will learn what this might mean for your final non-parent custody orders, if you 

want to change them.  

 We will also tell you where you can get legal help.  

So what’s new?  

Washington passed a new law that started in January 2021. The new law creates a 

different court process for authorizing someone to take care of a child under age 18 

who is not their own. Instead of filing for non-parent custody, you now file for 

guardianship of a minor.  
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Is minor guardianship different from non-parent custody?  

Yes. Here are just a few important differences.  

 A parent who objects to someone else taking guardianship over their children 

may get a lawyer appointed at public expense if they cannot afford one.  

  The person who files for minor guardianship must notify more people about 

the case than if they were filing for non-parent custody.  

 Children may have more rights in a minor guardianship case than in a non-

parent custody case. 

 You can file a minor guardianship case suggesting that someone else take care 

of the children.  

 Check back here for updates on the new minor guardianship law.  

What is the same under minor guardianship as under non-parent 
custody?  

Someone who gets minor guardianship gets physical custody of the children (the 

children live with them most of the time) the same as if the court awarded them 

non-parent custody.  

My non-parent custody case was finalized before the law 
changed. Are my final orders still good?   

Yes. The person to whom the court awarded custody of the children still has legal 

custody.  

If you are a parent who lost custody in a non-parent custody case, and you are ready 

to try to get your kids back, use our Instructions for Filing to End a Guardianship or 

Nonparent Custody Order to Get Your Children Back packet. The forms you must use 

have changed along with the law.  

  

https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/file-to-end-a-nonparent-custody-order
https://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/resource/file-to-end-a-nonparent-custody-order
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Get Legal Help 

 Apply online with CLEAR*Online -  nwjustice.org/apply-online  

 Facing a legal issue in King County (other than Eviction or Foreclosure)? 

Call 2-1-1 (or toll-free 1-877-211-9274) weekdays 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. They 

will refer you to a legal aid provider. 

 Facing a legal issue outside of King County (other than Eviction or 

Foreclosure)? Call the CLEAR Hotline at 1-888-201-1014 weekdays between 

9:15 am - 12:15 pm or apply online at nwjustice.org/apply-online.  

 Facing Eviction? Call 1-855-657-8387. 

 Facing Foreclosure? Call 1-800-606-4819. 

This publication provides general information concerning your rights and responsibilities.  It is not 
intended as a substitute for specific legal advice.  

© 2022 Northwest Justice Project — 1-888-201-1014. 

(Permission for copying and distribution granted the Alliance for Equal Justice and to individuals for  
non-commercial purposes only.) 
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